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PEEFAOE 



rriHERE are few manuals of prayer 
-*- written in a purely Evangelical 
spirit. It is not difficult to discover the 
reason for this. Those who have found 
and who love the Saviour are taught by 
the Holy Spirit to pour out their 
thoughts and feelings in unpremeditated 
prayer, and many have a decided ob- 
jection tdl^e use of OEtj tocta. ^ 
devotion. . 
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such some form of devotion is frequently 
a solace and a help. It may strike the 
keynote which will ere long elicit a 
fuller and freer burst of spiritual 
devotion, and the whole soul, when 
thus attuned, will resound with the 
melody of joyous prayer. Again, it has 
often been' foivnd exceedingly difficult 
to choose a suitable book of devotion 
to place ih the hands of youthful 
disciples. 

It has been the writer's endeavour 
to supply, in some slight measure, a 
manifest want. He has thought it 
advisable to avoid all refet%\^^^ \r> 
Chnstian seasons and otOivaa.xiC.^'e* ox \5i 



^rvAAvruo ui time, and to ad 
prayers to various phases of 
and experience common to all ( 
minds. If this little volume 
prove a help, a comfort, or a coi 
to any of the believing people 
he will receive the fullest and 
reward. 
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"Praying in the Holy Ghost."— St. Jude 20. 
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MOST gracious, loving, and merciful 
Father, the giver of all good 
gifts, who hast promised spiritual assis- 
tance to all that draw near thy throne 
of grace with contrition of spirit and 
sincerity of purpose, in thy dear Son's 
name, bestow upon me now the help 
of thy Holy Spirit. Thou hast pro- 
mised this gift of gifts to them that 
ask thee. Thou hast pi'omised to send 
the Spirit of adoption into tYieVc \i^^x\.^, 
''whereby they cry, Abba, ^^V^v^'t- 



X uiaim ana plead thy proix 
know not what I should praj 
I ought, but the Spirit hin 
making intercession for me. I ] 
the deepest and truest contrition 
I am not able, I am not worthy, 
anything in my own strength, 
thy Holy Spirit breathe wore 
thoughts of true devotion into mj 
let him receive of the things of 
and show them unto me ; 1< 
raise my affections, and though 
desires to things above ; let hii 



THB HELP OF THE HOLY SPIEIT. 



ie special prerogative and delight it 
raise poor, fallen ainnera from their 
estate, graciously listen to my prayer, 
aaitnate my feeble devotioaa. Suable 
to realize the exceeding happiness 
privilege of my standing in Christ, 
ble me to see how full, complete, 
Buf&ciout is tho redemption which 
103 wrought out for me. Let the 
linty that he has taken away every 
and stain of Bin stand out in all 
clearness and beauty before my 
iving gaze. Let me Bee that 1 havs 
fully justified in the sight of God 
. the curse and the pollution of sin. 
I rejoice in the perfect freedom 
which he has made me free. May 
joy that peace, that perfect peace, 
h ie ifta left a& the ^leiivo'o.* 
age of Ail bis boAie^n^ ■^w^'a- 



tnea lu uAo »^*w«^ 
am clean; let me come daily i 
iansed from the pollution whi< 
quire as I walk through an 
Drld; let me yearn for that hoL^ 
ithout which no man can see 
ord; let me breathe the clear, 
tmosphere of heaven, and be rais< 
hj continual indwelling and sanct; 
nfluences to the society and comp( 
thip of that blessed place. 

Holy Spirit, I earnestly desire 



FOR THE HELP OF THE HOLY SPIRIT. O 

receive as full and complete a measure 
as my capacities can receive, and as 
my frail nature can bear. May I be 
raised to near and intimate and close 
communion with my God and Father in 
Christ. May I always carry about with 
me the sweet sense of his abiding 
presence; but especially in times of 
retirement and devotion may I feel the 
strengthening, refreshing, and invigorat- 
ing sense of heavenly converse; may 
I wait upon the Lord by thy help and 
by thy inspiration, and thus "renew 
my strength; may I mount up with 
wings as an eagle ; may I run, and not 
be weary ; may I walk, and not faint." 
fill me with thy renewing, hallowing 
power. Speak for me. Plead for me. 
Breathe in me. Rai&e tcia o>a^. '^'v 
myself. Stir my duW, co\^> m^wv^oiSiSu^ 



o^iiiu vYarm me with heaY( 
Brighten my fainting and dt 
mind. Bring all heaven b( 
Teach me to see the unseen, 
the inaudible sounds of heavec 
the fire of genuine devotion ; 
thee, with the Father and the S 
be endless praise and glory, 
and Amen. 
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Jfor IPighi in ^ealiinj tht §ctxfinui$, 

" All Scripture is given by inspiration of God 
.... that the man of God may be perfect, 
throughly furnished unto all good works." — 
2 Tim. iii. 16, 17. 

BLESSED be thy holy name, thou 
all-wise and omnipotent God, 
because thou hast, in thine unerring 
wisdom, been graciously pleased to 
give to thy servants thy written word, 
which is "profitable for doctrine, for 
reproof, for correction, for instruction in 
righteousness," that they may be fully 
furnished and taught in thy ^^"^^. "^^^^^ 
time I take the sacred 'voVwtc^^ vcl "os^ 



ine in upon my heart Teach me hov 

read it in the right spirit aQd in th( 

:ht way. Increase in me true grati- 

le for having bestowed this inestimable 

)n upon man. May the love of thy 

rd and of thy truth grow with my 

»wth. Strengthen my understanding 

I intellect ; purify my affections ; but, 

»ve all and beyond all, give me the 

stened, lowly, and childlike spirit 

ch will enable me to read and study, 

lark, learn, and inwardly digest," to 



LIGHT IN READING THE SCRIPTURES. 9 

and contiuuously. Help me sometimes 
to read whole books through without 
pausing, thus taking deep draughts of 
the heavenly stream, and gathering in 
the full scope of thy sacred revelation. 
At other times, I would linger over each 
word, or take some delightful promise 
or precept as my solace during the 
labours of the day or the solitude of 
night. Help me to compare Scripture 
with Scripture. Preserve me from the 
habit to which human nature is prone, 
of relying only on certain favourite 
passages; but may I endeavour to 
gather thy whole counsel and to store it 
in my heart. Make me " mighty in the 
Scriptures." May they prove the sweetest 
subjects for meditation, the companion 
of my travel, the joy of my Y\l^, *Ocife 
inspirar of my best and c\io\ce«»\. Wi^^w^^: 



^vk^Mo vi my itsei intiie waysof b 

the light of my domestic life, t1 
comfort and consolation in the 
affliction, the day-star of hope dur 
storms through which I must ps 
anchor of my soul in uncertain! 
prelude and foretaste of the j 
heaven; and may they be all 
because they speak of him who is 
all to me, and is all in all in them 

gracious God, who art the g 
all true wisdom and heavenlv Iftn 



LIGHT IN READING THE SCRIPTURES. 11 

extravagant teaching or comments. May 
I honestly desire to know only what 
thou hast said exactly in the spirit in 
which thou dost intend me to take it. 
Give me also the spirit of devotion, that 
prayer may mingle with my reading and 
study. May I turn all that I read into 
humble petition. May thy word thus be 
used for practical profit, and may I find 
myself daily *' growing in the knowledge 
of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ." 
Prizing the precious truths of thy word 
"better than thousands of gold and 
silver," may I do all that lies in my 
power to send it to those who now have 
it not, and are perishing for lack of this 
spiritual knowledge. 



Teach me to follow \i\i<^ ^<5t\<i^X. 
example of Jesus. 'When ^»X.^x^ ^\i'Ovy^'«* 
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12 DELIGHT IN THE LORD. 

aud tempts, may I use "the aword of 
the Spirit, which is thy word," and be 
enabled to answer every temptation aiid 
evety cavil, aa be did, with thb simple, 
but powerful answer, " It is written," 
Bring to my recollection the very words 
of Scripture just at the moment it 
should be applied. May I " be ready 
always to give an answer to every man 
that asketh me a reason of the hope 
that is in me with meekness and fear." 
In time of sickness help me to remember 
the promises that have been a comfort 
to me in the time of health. When 
dispirited and cast down, may I be 
sustained by the comforting sayings of 
Jesus. When I am laid low, and am 
drawing near to "the valley of the 
shadow of death," may my heart be 
stayed on the divine words whicAi ^ve 



LIGHT IN READING THE SCRIPTURES. 13 

encouraged and cheered me in life ; and 
may the happiness of heaven dawn on 
my departing spirit while the old 
familiar accents of hope spoken from 
thy word still fall on my ear. Lord, 
let thy word be indeed "a lamp unto 
my feet, and a light unto my path " in 
all the changing scenes of life, and in 
the hour of death, for the sake of Jesus 
Christ my Lord. Amen. 



\ 



III. 

§zioxt §tH-txtimxntitii 

**1 commune with mine own heart 
spirit made diligent search." — Psalm ] 

OTHOU great and glorioui 
present and omniscient J 
in whose sight even ''the hea^ 



BEFORE SELF-EXAMINATION. 15 

give me, I beseech thee,. the help of 
thy blessed Spirit that I may know my- 
self thoroughly and examine myself 
truly. May his light illumine every 
comer and crevice of my heart, so that 
no evil thing may be wilfully hidden, 
slurred over, or concealed. I earnestly 
desire the inestimable blessing of self- 
knowledge, and humbly pray that I may 
search my heart and probe my conscience 
as if I were about immediately to receive 
the final summons into thy royal pre- 
sence, and to appear before the j udgment- 
seat of thy well-beloved Son. Or rather, 
do thou thyself examine me by the light 
and by the power of thy Holy Spirit. 
"Search me, God, and know my 
heart : try me, and know my thoughts : 
and see if there be any wicked. '^^'^ vck. 
me, and lead me in the way e\eT\9iAMvci%' 



iXLaj i DO sincere. Preserve : 
confessing some sins and hiding 
Keep me from dallying with ev 
me hate and abhor every ev 
May I hate sin, because it is s 
because it led my Lord to the cr 
grave, and not only because of : 
sequences and penalty. Help xm 
to the root of the whole mattei 
evil nature is dragging me down, 
need the precious blood of Jesus 
applied to every part of my 
Teach me to track th^ omi *•'»'- -' 



BEFORE SELF-EXAMINATION, 17 

things which I ought not to have done ; 
and there is no health in me" May my 
self-examination be thorough, and do 
thou thyself teach me how to conduct 
it. Bring to my remembrance all that 
I have done amiss ; enable me to place 
all before thee, the great searcher of 
hearts, in a clear and orderly manner ; 
and give me a meek, lowly, and humble 
spirit, and reverent demeanour during 
the time of self-examination. 

Above all, I earnestly pray for reality. 
Let there be nothing false or unreal 
about me. May I be perfectly true 
and genuine. Let there be nothing 
like double-dealing with myself. Such 
duplicity is most hateful in thy sight. 
"A double-minded man \a \x?aa\*'8ii«3^^ \ 

in all bia w&ya." Save me faoxa. ^^- 

o 



deception. I am painfully a^ 
terribly subtle the tempter is, ; 
deceitful and desperately wicl 
heart is; but I beseech thee 
me clearness of spiritual vis: 
heavenly insight into my own cl 
so that I may not be deceived 
wise by the artful suggestions o\ 
or by the crafty insinuations of i 
evil nature. May the Holy Spir 
me more and more of myself. I et 
pray that I may be one of thos« 

and lowlv followAra nf *V»« T ««^i 



BEFORE SELF-EXAMINATION. 19 

qualities may not degenerate into mor- 
bidness or despair. While I would 
never dare to say, Peace, peace, when 
there is no peace, it is not right, on the 
other hand, that 1 should say there is 
no peace, when there is ; and, when I 
know the worst of myself, I implore 
thee to send home to my heart the pure 
comfort of the Gospel, " If any man sin, 
we have an advocate with the Father, 
Jesus Christ the righteous : and he is 
the propitiation for our sins." "The 
blood of Jesus Christ cleanseth us from 
all sin." May I remember, even when 
sin and iniquity most loudly accuse, that 
my sins have been imputed unto thy 
dear Son, and that his righteousness has 
been imputed unto me ; and this happy 
exchange being made, may I l^i.^ \vOA 
of it hjrfaitb, may I cast aU my \)\3lt^^\^ 



^s, vtL my way re, 
light and liberty of the i 
return to any known sin, 
more closely, more humbl, 
fidingly than ever with my 
my God. All I ask is ii 
Saviour's name. Amen. 
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"If thine eye be single, thy whole body 
shall be fuU of light."— Matt. vi. 22. 

OTHOU who art the light eternal 
and the fountain of sincerity and 
truth, graciously permit me to draw very 
near to thee at this time. I am perfectly 
aware that thy searching eye sees me 
through and through, and there can be 
nothing hidden from thine all-penetrating 
gaze. May I ever remember this, and 
may I rejoice in the fact. Standing 
before thee in the righteo\x^Ti^«» <i'i \ 
Jesus, and sanctified by tlie HoVj ^^\x\^». 



22 DELIGHT IN THE LORD. 

I want to feel comfort in the thought 
that thou knowest all which is passing 
in my heart ; and may I never fall into 
wilful sin so that I may long, if possible, 
to get away from thy presence and to 
shrink from thy sight. Lord, thou 
knowest that, notwithstanding the frailty 
of my nature, my continual failures, and 
my constant lapses, I desire to serve thee 
faithfully and to have my heart right 
with thee. Teach me to examine my- 
self carefully, and help me to form a 
true estimate of my position before thee. 

I earnestly pray for reality and sincerity 
in my service of thee. Let there be no 
lurking hypocrisy in my heart. Let me 
never be one thing in one place and 
another in another. Let me never serve 
thee only at certain tiaiea an^ «eda»ca^ 
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grant that I may not be ready to talk 
of tbee and of thy blessed religion in pub- 
lic, while m my secret chamber I am 
careless and indifferent, thoughtless and 
ungodly. Make me true and real. May 

1 be like a genuine coin &esh stamped 
from thy heavenly mint. Above all, 
may I not deceive myself. This self- 
deception is, I know, a very insidious 
form of Satan's evil devices, and I dread 
it exceedingly. May the Holy Spirit so 
take of the things of Jesus and apply 
them to my soul that I may be perfectly 
honest and sincere with myself and with 
thee. Let me have a single eye and a 
simple aim in all I do. I wish to 
follow the directions and example of my 
Lord. May light from heaven shine in 
my heart ; may my eye bo ftm^"o ^s^^ \ 
my whole soul and body ixilil ol \\^aX., 



IS no guile." 

"Behold," gracious 
desirest truth in the in\ 
Thou only canst give me thi 
transparent truth. I hate 
way. I dread anything lik< 
or double-mindedness. Yet 
scions that I am not always 
But thou canst give me th< 
my heart. ^*- 
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people. Let me live in the light of this 
heliefl Let me never be ashamed to 
confess him. Let all around see that^ 
whenever I speak of him or plead for 
him, there is earnestness and reality and 
genuineness and truth in my every word 
and gesture. Let my whole life testify 
of the living truth. Nothing is so 
persuasive as this. If I wish to win 
souls for Christ, I must be seen to be 
real and true. I want to be working 
for my Lord and Master in the way he 
may appoint, and I beseech thee to give 
me the very source and strength of all 
true work. " Thy secret," Lord, " is 
with them that fear thee," and " all thy 
paths are mercy and truth unto such as 
keep thy covenant and testimonies." 
for the true and trusty heart ^hie,\i \^ 
indeed **a temple of the H.o\y Cj^io^^'^i 
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DELIGHT IN THE LORD. 



wherein may dwell those lovely an 
beautiful graces of the Spirit, reality 
sincerity, and truth ; and all I ask is i 
the name of thy dear Son, who is himse 
" the truth " as well as the way and th 
life. Amen. 



'/I 
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V. 

" The beauty of holiness.**—! Chkon. xvi. 29. 

"TTOLY, holy, holy, Lord God 
J-1 Almighty, which was, and is, 
and is to come," 'Hhe whole earth is 
full of thy glory." I, a poor sinful 
creature, kneel before thee, and, clothed 
in the righteousness of Jesus, enter by 
faith into the holy of holies. I draw 
very near to thee in this spiritual 
manner, putting aside for a season even 
the lawful concerns of the world; and 
my special object in approaching thee 
at this time is, to ask tbLeo lo ^'^^ "k^j^ \ 
out of the fulness o£ tYij \Afi«»vwg^ '^^ 



«.««*.M««VAV UiOOOlU^ UI J 

ness. May the Holy Spirit himi 
abiding in my heart as in a beaal 
temple which he has prepared for 
service, thoroughly cleanse and sane 
my whole moral and spiritual being, ; 
teach me how to hold communion vt 
thee, the Father of holiness and li^ 
with the utmost veneration, reverei 
and awe. Yet, as thine adopted i 
in Jesus Christ, I come with confide] 
and courage. 



and pliable, and sweetly responsive to 
the faintest whisper of the Spirit's 
voice. May I love all that relates to 
thee and thy service with loyal dcrotion. 
May I hate, with a righteous hatred, 
everything that is opposed to thee. 
May I be very watchful, and guard 
against the least upnsing of unholineBs 
in my own heart Let the sanctification 
of the Holy Spirit be ever deepening 
and widening, and progressing, so that 
my entire character may be holy, 
and on all my conduct be inscribed 
" Holiness to the Lord." I know that I 
cannot attain to sinless perfection while 
Btill an inhabitant of earth ; but may I 
reach as near it as mortal man can hope 
to go. I ask this great blessing in 
Jesus' name, who " was made u^ita w^ 
Bancti£oation" as vieW w "-w^sfc-wai 
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righteousness, and redemption." I glory 
in the fuct that I owe all to him ; aud, 
even if I could attain the highest height 
of my desire, the more the Holy Spirit 
vouchsafed to bestow upon me, the 
more heartily I would ascribe my whole 
salvation to wbat he has done for me 
and outside of me, and to nothing in 
myself, even though it be the blessed 
work of the Spirit within, sanctifying 
me and drawing me geatly onward and 
upward. 

Holy Spirit of the living God, 
make me pure to my heart's core. Let 
nothing impure pollute my thoughts. 
The very purest purity becomes the 
follower of Jesus. May the white flower 
of chastity ever be mine. Vouchsafe 
onA? me perfect eelt-oaaixoX in. every 
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respect. Temperate and sober, let me 
be filled with thyself. Let neither 
prosperity nor adversity throw my mind 
ofif its balance in the very slightest 
degree. Let me regard everything as 
the follower of the Lord ought, thinking 
first of the spiritual and heavenly 
bearing of every transaction. Let me 
be sweet and gentle to all. Let me not 
err on the side of harshness or strict- 
ness, except towards myself. May real 
holiness add a charm to all I think 
and do and say. May holiness soften 
and sweeten and smooth away every 
asperity of manner or thought. May I 
serve thee in " the beauty of holiness," 
and let not this beauty be the outward 
adorning of even religious service, but 
the enduring and sterling beauty of th^ 
heart and mind. 



wj xabuor, leacn me to d 

the worship of the Banctuary. 
let me join heartily in the 
communion of the saints. Let 
characterize my demeanour an 
tion. Let me join in prayer, s 
desiring to advance in holiness, 
grow in grace. Let me join in 
praise, really feeling grateful to i 
all thy goodness to me and to 
people. Let me listen to the wo: 
and preached with the desire of 1 
more and knowing more. Let rr 
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y inner life, my outward behaviour, 
my religious services. Let me be 
7 in all manner of living," and here- 
may I be admitted into that happy 
loly place, where there shall be no 
to pray for purity and holiness, 
Lse nothing that defiles can enter 
f but all who have here been washed 
) blood of the Lamb and made holy 
le working of the Spirit shall be 
r still" throughout the countless 
•f a joyful eternity. That I may be 
^ thine holy ones here and hereafter 
lestly pray, holy Father, for the 
of thy well beloved Son, Jesus 
H Amen. 



VI. 

" Set your affection (set your mind,- 
on things above, not on things on the e 
Col. iii. 2. 

GRACIOUS and ever-loving I 
the very thought of whom 
calm and quietness and peace 1 
troubled soul, who " inhabitest eti 
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sweet sense of thy presence and favour 
pervade my whole being. Let the 
rapture of communion with thee take 
such complete possession of me that I 
may lose the remembrance of all the 
disquieting and disturbing influences of 
earthy and enter somewhat into the 
hallowing atmosphere of heaven. I 
want to be heavenly-minded. I long, 
not only while actually engaged in 
prayer, but at all times and in every 
employment, to have my soul attuned 
to the harmonies of that happy place 
where thou art, whither my Lord and 
Master has gone to prepare a place for 
me, where the ''innumerable company 
of angels " is, and where are '' the 
spirits of just men made perfect." 

O Lord, give me tlie spvdY. o^\ifi»^i^^^- 



ness. mere is mucn nere to aistract \ 
perturb my mind. Thou knowest 1 
often I am moved by trivial occurren 
which ought not to disturb me; 1: 
frequently I am agitated by unwon 
feelings and thoughts; how very of 
the things of earth push aside the thi: 
of heaven, and usurp their right 
place. These declensions from the ri; 
grieve and distress me. breathe i: 
my hearty I beseech thee, calming { 
soothing thoughts of thee and heav 
Take from me all worldly-mindednc 
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and nerve and animate me to run the 
race and fight the battle and long for 
the crown, ever looking unto him " who 
for the joy that was set before him 
endured the cross, despising the shame, 
and is set down at the right hand of 
thy throne." 

For the few moments while I wait on 
thee in prayer, the world and the 
things of the world are put on one side. 
I am alone for a season. Heaven seems 
near, and its joys are sweet. But I 
earnestly desire that the same feeling 
and the same high resolves may pene- 
trate into all I do. During the busiest 
scenes of life may I remember " whose 
I am, and whom I serve." May the holy 
principles of thy word and will dlT^^^t 
mo m all the busineaa 1 TCkScj \ia.^^ '^'^ 



M(*AACMM}b wiLQ my fellow-meiL 
do everytbing cbeerfally, as tb 
do in beaven. May my tbou 
characterized by the ideas of 
May my words be sweet an 
and trutbful as the words tl 
spoken in heaven. May my \ 
such as I shall wish them to ha 
when I look back upon them 
retrospect of heaven. Make m 
with a heavenly purity. Clot; 
in the imputed righteousness of 
which will be my onlv nassum 
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and thus may my spirit be cheered 
and my heart refreshed, and may the 
spiritual glory stream in on my soul, 
transfiguring and transforming my whole 
being, and giving me a foretaste of the 
exceeding blessedness and the inefifable 
joy of the coming time when I shall 
enter into the immediate presence of 
him who loved me and gave himself for 
me, and I '' shall see his face,'' and '' his 
name shall be in my forehead," and I 
shall be '' like him " for ever and ever. 
To which unspeakable happiness I pray 
that I may be admitted for his dear 
sake. Amen. 



VIT. 

" What hast thou that thou didst not n 

—1 Cob. iv. 7. 

MOST High God, our loving I 
impress me, I beseech thee 
a more becoming sense of thine exc* 
majesty, dignity, and power. 
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Spirit, that I may abstract my mind 

from every' worldly thought, and that I 

may be enabled to hold holy communion 

with thee through that blessed Spirit, 

untroubled by doubt and undefiled by 

sin. With all my heart I thank thee, 

and bless and praise thy holy name, for 

thy great goodness in revealing to me 

the way of salvation in thine unerring 

word, in leading me to accept free and 

full atonement in Christ, in opening my 

\yes to see the truth which alone can 

lake me free from sin and Satan, and 

giving me the Holy Spirit to renew 

d cleanse my sinful soul. I thank 

\e, with all my heart, for the privileges 

the Gospel. I thank thee that I live 

land where its clear light is shining, 

that thou hast led my feet vcA.^ S^s^ 

T of pieasantnesa and i^e^^e. 



TV utti 1 paruoularly wish U 
at the present time is that ] 
preserved fix)m every form of 
pride. Let me never boast 
spiritual privileges and advantag 
are very great, and I thank 
them, and desire to rejoice i 
but they bring with them ve 
responsibility. "Unto whomsoe^ 
is given, of him shall much be r( 
Let this great responsibility 
oppress me and bear me down, 
let it stimulate me to make oty 



I 



I 
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every moment lest assurance turn to 
presumption, and rejoicing into boasting, 
and faith into undue confidence. '^Hold 
up my goings in thy paths, that my 
footsteps slip not." " Hold thou me up, 
and I shall be safe.'' Let the blessings 
which thou hast so freely given me be 
all used in exactly the right way, for 
thy glory, for the good of others, and for 
my own everlasting welfare. 

O holy and heart-searching God, I 
especially pray that I may be saved 
from the Pharisaical spirit which thy 
dear Son so thoroughly condemned when 
he was on earth. Save me from the 
least taint of hypocrisy. Let me never 
trust in myself that I am righteous and 
lespise others. Let me ne^et ^<d:^ \sl^ 
Bunting spirit, "God, 1 VJclw^b- \>oRa^ 



thank thee, my God, that I 
as I see some are, living withov 
the world ; but this is in no 
spirit at all, but in simple grati 
adoring praise, at the same tin 
the deepest humility and revei 
have nothing that I did not 
Give me the true lowliness 
Publican. Let me feel that, in 
am a sinner, miserable and undc 
in Christ Jesus, I am a saint, 
my salvation to him from begi; 
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Christian manner may be such that no 
one may have cause to speak against 
thy religion on account of my exhibiting 
it before them in a wrong light. Let 
me never have the forbidding manner, 
suggesting to others, even though it 
may be untruly, that I am more 
righteous than they. Let me not do 
anything merely to be seen of men. 
that the fearful sentence, " Verily I 
say unto you, they have their reward," 
may never be uttered regarding mc. 
Preserve me also from false security, 
imagining that outward privileges can 
avail anything without an inward 
change of heart. May the work of 
thy Spirit go very deep, and may 
9very lingering trace of hypocrisy, or 
elf-deceit, or presumption, or «^\t\\.\isiL 
ride, or despising ot oMXiCt^, ^^^ 



vt\fiiiyiv\i*3iy enaceOy tor the 
him whose precioos blood ca 
every speck and stain of sin, 
" 18 able to keep me from fa 
to present me faultless be 
presence of thy glory with 
joy," Jesus Christ our Lord. 2 



VIII. 

** God giveth grace unto the humble." — 
St. Jambs iv. 6. 



/_ 



ALMIGHTY and ever-loving God, 
who givest grace unto the humble, 
I, thine unworthy and unfaithful servant, 
but one who desires to be made faithful 
by thy strength and worthy through thy 
dear Son, draw near unto thee in prayer 
in order that I may receive the grace 
thou art so willing to bestow. I come 
looking entirely to him who was himself 
meek and lowly and humble, awd. ^V^ 
deBirea that hia servants &YiO\i\dL\)^%^ ^^ 



DELIGHT IN THE LORD. 

isting in the perfect manner in 
he kept the whole of thy law as 
tresentative, while, at the same 
le showed a spirit of complete 
7. I pray that I may never for- 
amazing example of unselfishness 
mility which he has set. Equal 
hee in glory and majesty, he 
i himself of his inherent glory, 
)k our nature on him, while, as 
le was more meek and humble 
itle and self-forgetting than any 
.s ever yet been. that I may 
ngthened by the Holy Spirit to 
his example of humility and 
ss. 

• me to be thoroughly humble in 
Let there be a reality about all 
B&j in this respect. AH are 
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liable to deceive themselves in this 
matter. The temptations of the great 
enemy are very subtle. Men do humble 
actions and speak humble words, but 
there is pride lurking even in their 
humility. There is the temptation not 
to be real God, let the Holy Spirit 
preserve me from this. May he show 
me my own true character. May he 
enable me to see that humility is of no 
avail, is not, in fact, humility at all, 
unless I know and feel in my heart of 
hearts that there is really no good thing 
in me, and that I have nothing whatever 
in myself in which I can glory or rely. 
Let me be humble in my attainments, 
for I have nothing which I did not 
receive. Let me be humble as to my 
position in life, my pecuniary Su^-aMC^-^TK^ \ 
bodily strength. If I en^oy \Ae^va^ "^^ 



^««r«wy v««w»* \jvuMau MSMkO 

away in a moment, and I am merel 
steward regarding them. Let n 
humble as to my intellectual po 
whatever they may be, and let a 
sanctified to thy service. The 
highest height I can attain is as noi 
in comparison with what the 
glimpse of eternity will reveal. Lc 
be humble as to my spiritual a1 
ments. Here, if anywhere, thei 
absolutely no room to glory. I ov 
to my dear Lord, who to save me 



GRACE OF TRUE HUMILITY. 51 



Whea I contemplate thy majesty, thy 
mercy, and thy love, it is impossible not 
to feel humble; but, 1 beseech thee, 
make me humble towards those around 
me. May I regard others as better 
than mysel£ May I be ready to take 
the lowest place. May I be willing 
to succour and assist the poorest of 
thy flock. my Father, if there is 
one grace on which thy dear Son 
insisted more than another, and on 
which he dwelt in his teaching with 
peculiar tenderness, it was the grace 
of humility. I entreat thee, grant it 
unto me in all its abundance and 
fulness. Let me know more of its 
sweetness and persuasiveness. Let it 
not come upon me with crushing and 
overwhelming power; but let \xi'5k Vk'^ 
gently led by realizing mox^ W^^ '^'^ 
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loveaod ooodeaoensioo in our redemption, 
to see that I am □otbtng in myself, that 
I have nothing, and that I hope for 
nothing oscept ia Jesus ; and may this 
aenso of having received everything 
render me deeply humble towarda thoe, 
towards my fellow-Christiana, and towards 
all mankind, for the sake of my alwaya 
humble, but aov exalted Lord and 
Saviour. Amen. 



IX. 



" My BOTil is even as a weaned child." — 
Ps. cxxxi. 3. 

OGOD, my God, the very joy and 
stay of my heart, I would draw 
near thy mercy-seat with the deepest 
humility and reverence, trusting only 
in the perfect merits and in the finished 
work of thy dear Son. May the Holy 
Ghost breathe into my heart the spirit 
of the truest confidence in thee and of 
submission to thy divine, will. Thou 
didst not spare thine on<iw ^Qv:i<» V^ 
deliveredat him up for ua «SV> «cA *vX^ss^ 



64 DELiaHT Iff THE LORD, 

hast promiBod that with him thou 
wouldest also freely give ua all things. 
I pray, therefore, that thou wouldest 
meriiifully be pleased to boatow on ma 
the grace uf meek i^ubmissiou, and tbat 
there may be wrought ia me something 
of the same mind which was in him. 

Thou, my Pather, Beest the end 
fi'om the beginuiug. Nothing is hidden 
from thine all-searching eye. Thou 
knowest exactly what ia moat for my 
good and moat for thy glory, I firmly 
believe that thou art making all things 
to work together for my eternal welfare, 
because I love thee; but I ara, just at 
present, unable to see that thia is the 
case, and, therefore, I wish to trust 
thee implicitly, and to believe, though 
I cannot understand, to confide, ftwiM'^ 
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I cannot see. Lord, I believe, help 
thou mme unbelief. I would place my 
hand in thine, and suffer thee to lead 
me even through the dark. 

I am fully convinced, my gracious 
Crod, that thou knowest far better than 
I what is for my good. I would lie 
passive in thy hand to work thy sovereign 
wilL My earnest desire is to choose the 
better part, and to sit, like Mary, at my 
Master's feet, to hear his winning words 
of love, and to drink in deep draughts 
of his heavenly spirit. Draw me nearer 
to thyself in meek submissiveness and 
resignation. I am too much inclined 
to trust to myself and to lean to my 
own understanding ; too anxious to be 
stirring in thy service and to be u^ 8»x!l<L 
doing; and too littVe ^\«^o^^^ *^^ ^ 



ist in self, in the flesh, or in man, 
d solemnly, sincerely, earnestly place 
^self afresh in thy hands, believing 
Ett, as one of thy own ransomed 
ildren in Christ, thou wilt give me 
3 blessing I need and so much desire, 
the blessing of perfect submission 
d of perfect confidence in thee and 
thy love. And this blessing I ask 
ly in Jesus' name. Amen. 



X. 

^ov a Qttutxtul Spirit. 

"Bejoice in the Lord." — Phil. iii. 1, 

OTHOU who "rejoicest over thy 
people to do them good," and who 
art full of compassion and loving- 
kindness, pour into my heart, I 
beseech thee, a sense of thy great 
goodness and a devout spirit of 
thankfulness and joy. I have a profound 
conviction that thy blessed religion is 
no mere system of melancholy routine 
or outward observance, but a service full 
of happiness and peace. I am fully 
convinced that it is one oi %%.\axl^ \si<^^ 



tuj service as melaucboly, dull, 
forbidding. May he never thus de( 
me. Open thou mine eyes that I 
see the exceeding beauty of my ] 
and the exceeding excellence of 
religion. May I see how infinite! 
excels the service of the world or 
highest and most exquisitely beaul 
of all its attractions. May the n 
intellectual pursuits and the n 
fascinating pleasures be tasteless i 
insipid in comparison with the sac 
and heavenly delights of thv 



aoi»i*i'*'« 
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consciousness of forgiven sin imparts, 
ever be mine. "Blessed" indeed "is 
the man unto whom thou dost not 
impute iniquity." All my sins have 
been imputed unto my Lord, and his 
righteousness has been imputed unto 
me. I ought, therefore, — ^yea, rather, I 
will, therefore, "be glad in the Lord, 
and rejoice, and shout for joy." 
Unforgiven sin is " the sting of death," 
and the torment of life ; but enable me, 
my God, clearly to see that all my 
sin has been completely done away in 
Christ, and strengthen me that I may 
keep firm hold on him, and then let me 
continually go on my way rejoicing. 
Constant looking to Jesus must impart 
constant joy. Let me never take my 
eyes away from him, and so shall my 
''joj be full." 



the inestimable blessing of a calm 
even temper. May I not be one 
very elated with spiritual joy, 
another low-spirited and depressed, 
mine be the calm and happy temj 
ment of those who, having once acce 
Christ, are fully persuaded that thej 
trust him to the end, and, there 
cannot be moved from their integ 
May no act or words of mine ever c 
thine enemies to blaspheme. May 
whole manner be sunny, joyous. 




FOR A OHEERFITL SPIBIT. 

and the religion I love. When 
human nature will assert itself a 
am overcome by it. Lord, do thou s 
to my heart, and restore me to my i 
self, and shed upon me the light of 
presence. Let even the shadow of t 
be dispersed. 

my God, let all my friends see ai 
know by personal experience how exceei 
ingly blessed and joyous and happy th 
religion is. Let all know that thy servic 
is so sweet no earthly portion can I: 
compared with it; thy paths are e 
pleasant the world has nothing to I 
placed in the same light with them ; th 
rewards, even in this life, — in quietnef 
of conscience and in the assurance < 
hy favour, — are ten thousand tim< 
efcfcer than the greale^X. \iO\iQv«:?^ K 



the life to come are so ezquL 
delightful that every happy simile y 
language can supply is employed ii 
word to describe them. Having 
blessedness here and these glo 
hopes for the future, let me "re 
with joy unspeakable and full of gl 
and let the contented mind and che 
manner show to all men that I 
indeed found " pastures of tender ] 
and waters of quietness" under 
guidance of that Good Shepher 



/ 



XL 
J;or the (Sxut of Contentntjei 

"I have learned, in whatsoever state '. 
therein to be content." — Phil. iv. 11. (I 

G1 RACIOUS and all-loving God, 
r knowest me thoroughly, 
knowing the weakness of my ns 
dost pity and forgive, I approach 
with reverence and awe m the nai 
Jesus. The grace of which, at 
time, I most stand in need is cor 
ment. I am feeling inclined to mu 
and repine; and, therefore, I cod 
thee at once to ask for thy forgiv 
and to seek for thy comfort. O ^ 
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the assistance of thy Holy Spirit that 
these unholy and unchristian feelings 
may mercifully be subdued within me. 
Help me to feel the sacred calm and 
the heavenly soothing which thou alone 
canst bestow. Give me, in the first 
place, strength to overcome my spiritual 
enemy, to banish from my heart these 
unworthy sentiments, and to feel 
thoroughly persuaded of thy fatherly 
care, wisdom, and foresight in reference 
to my own position in life; and then 
infuse into my soul the heavenly balm 
of thy divine consolation. 

Enable me to recall to mind what 

my Lord and Master endured for my 

sake. There is absolutely no trouble, 

or poverty, or inconvenience I can 

endure in this lite ^\i\c\l Ci^iX^ \i^ 
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compared, even in the faintest 
with what he sufifered for ma 1 
''despised and rejected of men 
''had not where to lay his head 
endured the "contradiction of sinn 
he, the Creator of all, was subject 1 
own creatures; he, the King of 1 
and Lord of lords, was obedient tc 
ephemeral potentates of earth; 
" though he was rich, yet for our sa 
became poor, that we through 
poverty might become rich." G 
enable me more thoroughly to com] 
hend the exceeding degradation my L 
endured, in order that I may, in so 
slight measure, understand the ric 
of his grace and the depth of his Ic 
This thought will, I am sure, drive fr 
ay heart all lingering murmurs tha 
m not in a higher poaitiou, ox m\i' 



«MAvoo, or in stronger hei 

I am. Let the light of his di^ 
shine my heart on, and char 
every unworthy thought and 
discontented feeling. 

Help me also to see how com 
thou knowest what is best fc 
Thou didst ordain my position 
with a precision which baffles mj 
comprehension. Thou hast assui 
that ''all things work together 1 
good," if only I am one of ih\r^^ 
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heart and soul, upon thy fatherly 
goodness. Banish every base murmur. 
Subdue every childish fear. Forgive 
every unmanly complaint. Not only 
cheer and rejoice me by thy forgiving 
grace now; but preserve me in my 
future path from foolish murmurs and 
discontent. Let me strive to do the 
best with what I possess. All that I 
have really belongs to thee, whether it 
be much or little, and I am only placed 
in charge of it for a short space of time. 

my God, drive away any cloud 
that may be lingering round my soul. 
Disperse every mental mist. Let the 
Sun of Righteousness shine in, and 
may he give me warmth and light and 
clearness and strength. May I have |^ 
joy and peace in believmg* '^v^ Wisc^'e^ 
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the full assurance of thy favour. May 
I seek first thy kingdom and righteous- 
nessy and then add whatever thou seest 
best. Withhold from me in love many 
of the things which, in my blindness, I 
imagine would be most for my good. 
Fill me with simple faith, and truth- 
ful love, and calm patience, and quiet 
obedience, and to thee shall be all 
the praise and all the glory in the 
name of thy dear Son, Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 



XII. 
Jlgaittfift Jlmbiticrn. 

" Lord, I am not high-minded. ... I do not 
exercise myself in great matters which are too 
high for me."— Pbalm cxxxi. 1, 2. (P. V.) 



MOST gracious and merciful God, 
who regardest "him that is 
poor and of a contrite spirit, and trem- 
bleth at thy word," I bend before thy 
throne in all meekness, lowliness, and 
prostration of spirit. May the Holy 
Spirit teach me how to oflfer my petition 
for humility and submission, in the 
name of my blessed Saviour who was 
himself most "meek aiA\Q^\^Na.V^'«>2ev: 
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Help me ever to call to mind that he 
who made all thiuga " and by vfhom all 
tbioga couaiat," was content to empty 
himaelf of the glory which be had with 
thee before the foundation of the world ; 
"to take upon him the form of a servant, 
and to be made in the likeness of 
men; and being found in fashion as a 
man, to humble himself, and become 
obedient unto death, even the death of 
the cross." Eemembering this divine 
example, I would not be high-minded, 
or have great and exalted thoughta of 
honour and preferment in this present 

Mercifully take away from my heart 

all ambitioua ideas. Let me not dream 

of making a great namo or of being 

admitted to a higher poaition l\\a.u 'On'ilt 
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in which thy Providence has placed me. 
Let my mind never be disturbed nor 
my spurit disquieted by hearing of the 
great achievements of others. Let me 
never long for human applause. Help 
me to recollect that very pathetic and 
very solemn saying which he who knew 
the secrets of every heart pronounced, 
"Woe unto you, when all men shall 
speak well of you ! " Let me never be 
turned aside from the straight path of 
godliness and rectitude by any of the 
enticing attractions of the world, whether 
they be sensuous or intellectual. May 
I always seek thy praise rather than the 
praise of maa May I ever go straight- 
forward in the road which leads to life, 
" choosing rather to suffer affliction," if 
need be, " with the people of God, than 
to enjoy the ple&Evu:e% qI iva. Vst '^ 
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season," having "respect unto the re- 
compense of the rewArd," and keeping 
ever in view the pure pleasures of Zion, 
the city of God, whither, I trust, I am 
journeying. 

If, on the other hand, I should be 
called to fill any position of confidence 
or trust, or to serve my country in any 
way, eialted or not, thou wilt give 
the needful gntce and strength to 
perform the duty or to fulfil the trust 
aright But whatever may befall me, 
I desire to be quite certain that I am 
being led by theo at every step. Thou 
wilt bestow the strength for every 
burden thou mayest impose. Let me, 
however, be perfectly submissive to 
thy blessed will in every thing. Purge 
airar ererf deaire for great tbuigs for 
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myself. Let me not be feverishly 
seeking for advancement. Let me not 
bo full of ambitious plans and schemes. 
Let me not 

"Have the restless will 
That hurries to and fro, 
Seeking for some great thing to do, 
Or secret thing to know." 

Bather, I would take up the concluding 
sentiment of this verse : 

** I would be treated as a child, 
And glided where I go." 

If thou shouldest ever put any pure or 
lovely thing or any plan of good report 
into my heart, assure me that it is 
really from thee, and then sanctify both 
it and me. Let me have no vain-glorious 
striving after the approbation even of 
*ood men. Let my one aim be to 
lease thee, to do thy ViW,\.o ^^ji^*\si. 
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thy way, to follow the lowly example of 
my Lord and Master, who would not 
listen for a moment to the suggestions 
of Satan, and who would not turn aside 
one inch from the pathway to Jerusalem 
which ended in Gethsemane and Calvary. 
Again I pray with all my heart and soul, 
give me some of the meekness, and low- 
liness, and self-abnegation, and thorough 
devotion, and perfect submission which 
characterized his spotless life ; and all 
I ask is in his most holy name. Amen. 



XIII. 

"Better is little with the fear of the Lord 
than great treasiore and trouble therewith." — 
Pbovbbbs zv. 16. 

ETERNAL and omnipotent God, 
who didst create all things by the 
fiat of thy word, who "puttest down 
one, and settest up another," and in 
whose absolute disposal is all the wealth 
of the universe, enable me now to draw 
near to thee with the deepest reverence. 
Blessed Saviour, who, when thou wast 
on earth, didst live in poverty and 
discomfort, and, ttiou^ \«st^ ^^ ^^-^ 



..««ou Aur a time possessor of n 
teach me how to follow in thy 
steps. Holy Spirit, who hast su 
power over the hearts of all, help 
have right desires, and then to e 
them in fitting words. Gl 
Trinity, three persons and yet one 
give me sincerity in my praye 
I raise my petition for freedom 
worldly ambition, covetous desires, 
luxurious habits. I pray that ] 
may be given unto me that I ms 
ever ready to "endnro i,««j-- 
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strength. Help me to put away everything 
that may hinder me in the conflict — 
not only " the sin which doth so easily 
beset me," but every hindrance of every 
kind. I want my eye to be fixed on 
the end and the reward, so that I may 
despise the perils of the way. Let me 
go on my heavenly course with the 
citadel of Zion ever in my sins. 

Lord God, much is said about the 
luxuriousness of the present day. There 
is too much effeminacy and ease, too 
little self-denial and restraint. I lift 
my eyes to thee, " thou that dwellest 
in the heavens." " I lift up mine eyes 
imto the hills, from whence cometh my 
help," and I pray for the grace of sim- 
plicity. May I be preserved from the 
spirit of luxury. May 1 Vi^ ^^va. ^JsA. 



Cometh the follower of the meek a 
humble Son of man, who ''had x 
where to lay his head," and who "w 
" despised and rejected of men." I 
me not lead a life of luxury and s€ 
indulgence, like that poor man of whc 
it was said that in his lifetime he h 
received his good things. May I ha 
my treasure laid up in heaven, and m 
my heart ever be there. 

God, whatever my circumstanc 
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poverty; but I pray for power to live 
simply, and not to be turned away from 
my integrity by the love of good living, 
or sumptuous entertainments, or beau- 
tiful estates, or exquisite art, or rare 
books, or by any of the thousand things 
which the great tempter places about 
our way to entrap unwary souls, and to 
beguile the Christian soldier from his 
allegiance to his Lord. On the other 
hand, let me not imagine that poverty 
or abstinence from luxury is, in itself, 
a virtue meriting reward. All I have 
and all I am able to forego, all my 
righteousness and all my strength, I 
owe to the One whose name I bear, and 
whose approval I seek. 

Dear Saviour! I want to be simple 
and manly in my taa\«& ^sA ^«:^'^'» 






wert so. Let not men who lo 
make a name for themselves anc 
not for thee despise luxurious 
because they want to give their 
strength to their labour and toil, 
I, the disciple of thee, the en 
Nazarene, professing to rely only < 
grace and finished work, lead a 
quiet ease and self-indulgence, 
and strengthen me in thy servi< 
soldier of the cross, let me live 
so many of thy faithful servant 



xl ^^^^^, 
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ited by the conaolationa of thy 
acd the Bound of thy word ; and 
mg the temptation to luxury on 
will be ended, and I trust, with 
le coDfideuce, to hear thine approv- 
relcomo, "Well done, good and 
xl servant, enter thou into the joy 
y Lord." Saviour, grant this for 
lercy's sake. Amen. 



XIV. 

"The joy of the Lord is your stre: 
Nkhemiah viii. 10. 

OMOST gracious and mercift 
without whom there is n 
happiness or joy, I, a poor, uni 
sinner, full of evil forebodings, disqi 
and dejected in spirit, draw neai 
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my God, 1117 heart Tearna after thee. 
" Whom have I m heaven but theel and 
there ia none upon earth that I desire 
beside thee. My flesh and my heart 
fiiileth : but thou art the strength of 
my heart, and my portion for ever." I 
sincerely desire to find my comfort in 
thee, and to lean my whole weight upon 
thee in Uub time of despondency and 
f^ar. " My soul tbirsteth for thee, my 
flesh loDgeth for thee in a dry and thirsty 
land, where no water is." cheer 
me with thine approving smile, and 
strengthen me with re&eshing streams 
from the river of the water of life. 

1 wish to remember, when I feel 
downcast and disquieted, bow much 
thou haat done for me in Christ, ajid. 
fullp to realizo the gre8.tD,eB& vxA *Cci» 



give thine own well-beloved So 
my nature upon him, and tc 
full, perfect, and complete si 
for all my sins. He who kn 
was made sin for me. He 
whole of thy pure law for 
righteousness is imputed unto 
I fully realize my position ac 
saved by grace, completely ji 
thy sight, and graciously adc 
thy family. I plead, therefore 
my heart and soul and stre 
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sary, Satan, and enable me to triumph 
in my Saviour, who is more powerful 
than he. 

I am aware that, owing to the in- 
firmity of my human nature, I am Uabia 
to these feelinga of despondency, but 
grociouBly lot the spirit prevail over the 
flesh. Teaoh me to carry into practice 
the apoatolio precept, which I regard as 
thine own divine command, " Rejoice 
in the Lord alway : and again I say, 
Eejoioe." May the Holy Spirit take of 
the things of Jeaua, and show them 
unto me, so that I may know more and 
more of his abounding love, and see 
that all things ore indeed in my favour, 
and that, even though trial and adversity 
niay befall me, he will never leave and 
never forsake me, ani ■osa.'^ \ tSx^ 
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understand how he wishes me to be 
a happy, rejoicing, and triumphant 
Christian, the light of his love shining 
in my heart and the reflection of it 
brightening even my outward appear- 
ance. Drive away all low spirits 
and everything in me that is de- 
rogatory to thee and to thy cause. 
Comfort my own heart, and grant that 
no one may be discouraged or dis- 
hearbened or induced to think lightly 
of thy blessed service by any coldness, 
deadness, or downheartedness on my 
part. *' Lord, lift thou up the light of 
thy countenance upon me." " In thy 
name may I rejoice all the day : and in 
thy righteousness may I be exalted." 

While I pray for myself, I also pray 
for others. Cheer and anix&aX.^ ^ ^Vy^^ 
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as I was, may be desolate and cast 
down. Strengthen all thy feeble or 
unhappy servants. As I am now re- 
joicing in the Lord so may their hearts 
be lightened. Send all who are now 
praying to thee for succour, rejoicing 
on their way. Give them "beauty for 
ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, the 
garment of praise for the spirit of 
heaviness,'' and to thy name be all the 
glory in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 



/ 



In '^imte of ^erplcxitj). 

ra ordered by th 

MOST loving Father, whose know 
ledge ia infinite and whose wiadon 
is perfect, who seeat " the end from thi 
beginning," permit me, thine unworthi 
servant, to nnbiirdeo myself before theo 
and to pour into thine ears the desirea o 
my heiirt. For Jeaua Christ's sake giv( 
me the all-powerful help of thy Holj 
Spirit BO that I may know how to makt 
mj> wants and feelings known to thei 
Ja an acceptshlQ manner ', tui&. '^asX 
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while I speak to thee as frieud speaks 
to friend, and keep back nothing from 
thee, and trust thee, as thou hast bidden 
me do fully, freely, and unreservedly, 
I may not overstep the bounds of 
reverence and godly fear. 

I am in great perplexity and doubt. 
I am come to a place in which several 
ways meet, and I do not know which 
to take. It is most important that I 
should take the right path ; but I am 
ignorant of the future, and I am unable 
to determine which is the right course 
to pursue. In this state of uncertainty 
I cast myself entirely on thy mercy in 
Christ. Thou knowest most accurately 
what is best for me to do. Thou 
knowest what is most for thine own 
g\oTy, and I sincerely ^eaia^ \^ ^^<^ \ 
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first thy kingdom and its righteousness, 
feeling sure that thou wilt give me all 
that is needful. Thou knowest what 
will be most for my own good, and I 
am quite sure that thou wilt, in thine 
infinite loving-kindness towards me, as 
one of thy dear children redeemed by the 
precious blood of thy Son, take me by 
the hand and lead me in the right way. 

thou omniscient and all-wise Being, 
I fully rely on thy wisdom and love. I 
plead the promise which is so clear, 
decided, and encouraging that no one 
who reads it can doubt thy love or thy 
willingness to direct : " If any of you 
lack wisdom, let him ask of Grod, that 
giveth unto all men liberally, and up- 
braideth not; and it shall be given 
bim." Give me, I inipVoxe >i}tia^, Wja 
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strong faith which neither wavers nor 
doubts. I rely upon the promise and 
am sure thou wilt help me. Cast the 
bright beams of thy light upon my 
path. Let me see some indication of 
thy providential, guiding hand, and, 
even though the way may not be the 
one which I should myself have chosen, 
I will cheerfully take it. 

Sometimes, I know, the path of duty 
is very plain and clear, but at the same 
time very difficult and rugged, and I 
shrink &om following it; but, in this 
instance, all is darkness and perplexity ; 
there is no light and no clearness. May 
I be preserved from secretly desiring to 
follow my own will in contradiction 
to thine, whenever it may be plainly 
revealed to me by ttij y^q^\^«q5Cv^ \ 
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dealings with me. I desire to say froi 
my heart and with all my heart, " Tl 
will, not mine, be done." I want i 
ascertain thy gracious will at all time 
and to resign myself and all I am ai 
have into thy fatherly hands. Lor 
I wait upon thee. " Unto thee lift 1 1 
mine eyes. Behold, as the eyes 
servants look unto the hand of the 
masters, and as the eyes of a maid( 
tinto the hand of her mistress ; so n 
eyes wait upon thee, God, until the 
have mercy upon me." guide, lea 
strengthen, help me. Hear my humbl 
earnest, fervent prayer. Let my hea 
be filled with the light and peace of tl 
Holy Ghost. May he, the third perse 
of the ever blessed Trinity, give n 
wisdom, grace, and clearness of though 
Judgment, and intellect. Li^^ tkou. n 
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in the way I should go. Let me trust 
thee at every etep. Let me see plainly 
that thou hast guided me aright, and 
to thee shall be all the glory and all the 
praise in the name of thy dear Son, and 
mj Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen and 



XVL 



tSSiktn Jfjetling Sxxiinttb. 



" The gentleness of Christ."— 2 CJob. x. 1. 



/ 



OTHOU high and holy One that 
inhabitest eternity, but hast pro- 
mised to dwell in the humble and 
contrite heart; thou that dwellest in 
the solemn calm and quietude of the 
highest heaven, and art never ruffled 
even by the blasphemies and revilings 
of the wicked, permit me, all stained 
and defiled by evil temper, to draw near 
unto thee in humble prayer. May the 
IToJjr Spirit soothe and <^ot(i^Q<^ %svd 



\ 
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calm my ruffled feelings, and, taking of 
the things of Jesus, apply them with 
comfort to my soul. 

I come unto thee simply and solely 
trusting to the merits of my adorable 
Redeemer. Enable me to see how much 
I have offended against thy divine laws, 
and how I am now offending by the 
exhibition of a temper which is entirely 
out of harmony with his holy character 
and with my own professions of allegiance 
to him. I plead his perfect obedience 
and keeping of thy perfect law for me 
in its spirit, temper, and inner nature ; 
and I entreat thee enable me to realize 
my standing before thee in him. 
forgive me for his sake. Blot out this 
transgression, and may I indeed be 
accepted in the beloved. 



t THE LOBD. 



i 



O my God and Father, imparb u 
me the spirit of true humility, meekn 
and evenneBS of temper. "B; 
meekness and gentleness of Christ 
beseech thee, make me meek and ger 
He, " when he was reviled, reviled 
Etgaia ; when he suffered, he threate 
not." " He was oppressed, and he 
afflicted, yet he opened not his mov 
he was brought as a lamb to 
slaughter, and as a sheep before 
shearers is dumb, so he opened not 
mouth." I call to mind how, in 
midst of the battle and toil of di 
good, and the heat of subtle argun 
and dispute, he was {Jwaya calm 
collected, only the sin of hypoc 
stirring his spirit. Now under br 
provocation than my dear Lord un 
went, my equanimUy has (^ven i 
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and I have broken thy law, both in the 
letter and in the apirit, by yielding to 
the Bu^eations of Satan, and being angiy 
and irritable and cross. 

Thou knowBBt, my Father, how 
difficult it ia for human nature to remain 
undisturbed amidst proTocations ; but 
enable me, I implore thee, to do that 
which by nature I cannot do, and to be 
that which by nature I cannot be. 
Breathe thy blessed spirit of loving- 
kindness and sweetness into my heart. 
Teach me to bear and to forbear. " Let 
all bitterness, and wrath, and auger, 
and clamour, and evil speaking, be put 
away" fh)m me. Thou knowest that 
sometimes the smallest and most trifling 
things put me out. Sometimes, when 
I am feeling weak fin4 Tieax^A ^•aSi. 



irritable from no apparent cause. At 
such times strengthen and sustain me. 
Give me a double portion of thy grace. 
Let not the tempter gain advantage 
over me. Let thine everlasting arms 
be around and beneath me. Bear me 
upwards to thy throne above. Let me 
abide under the shadow of thy wing, 
thou Almighty One, and let me dwell 
in the secret place of the most High. 

I now commit myself afresh to thy 
kind care and keeping. Preserve me 
from my own evil self. Let me set my 
Lord always before me, and may I ever 
see his smile. Make me very distrustful 
of myself, and ever lean on him who is 
mighty to save. Keeping close to him 
in the conflict of life, and ever clinging 
to him, may I have ^oy awA. "^^^^c.^ wid 
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happiness imparted to my soul 
the light of thy counteuance be 
upon me, and may I be glad 
sunshine of thine approval. Al 
inestimable blessings I ask only 
name and for the sake of my L< 
Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen. 



XVII. 

" Look not every man on his own things, 
every man also on the things of othen 
Phil. ii. 4. 

O BLESSED Saviour, who for 
sakes was contented to leave 
inexpressible glories of Heaven, an 
become " obedient unto death, even 



which was in thee," be also in myself. 
Make me loving as thou wast loving. 
Make me unselfish as thou wast unselfish. 
Make me self-forgetting as thou wast. 
Let my mind linger over the acts of 
love and unselfishness and devotion 
which thou didst perform on earth. 
Let me never forget the nights of prayer 
and the days of toil which thou didst 
pass in order to perfect thine own filial 
obedience and to purchase our eternal 
salvation. Above all, let me continually 
bear in mind the crowning act of un- 
selfishness, when thou didst bow thy 
head on the cross, and didst drink the 
cup of bitterness to the very dregs — 
not for thyself, but for others, for us 
and ours. 

O Lord, I feel very "kee^kVY ^^ V^sx.^ \ 



I am constantly thinking of my o^ 
good, my own aims, my own scheme 
my own desires. I sincerely want th 
to he amended, and the only way : 
which it can he is, hy my coming 
thee in earnest, hearty, agonizing prayc 
and imploring thee to give me the he 
of thy Spirit so that my selfish natu 
may he stirred, and the heavenly spii 
of thoughtfulness and care for othe 
may he implanted there. Help me 
" rejoice with them that do rejoice, ai 
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whom I daily come in contact in the 
various relations of life. May I be as 
willing to listen to an infant's tale of 
sorrow as to the deeper troubles of a 
keen and sensitive mind full of high 
resolves or troubled with great per- 
plexities of faith. 

Dear Saviour, thou wast unwearied in 
thy labours of doing good, and the dull 
and common routine of life did not 
prevent thee from continuance in well- 
doing. I faint and feel weary far too 
soon. Give me the grace of perseverance. 
Give me the power to endure. Help me 
to sympathize with others, not only 
when my heart has been touched with 
a tale of woe, thus being moved by the 
sensation of the moment, but after the 
first feeling of pity laaa ^«ja»ft.^ ^r^^rj 



what has been told me, and when '. 
forget the words and action which ac 
companied the recital, may I still retail 
something of thy divine compassion an 
love. Amidst all, grant that I ma 
never cause any one to imagine that 
think lightly of sin, even when I deepl 
sympathize with those who are sufferin 
from the consequences of sin. Teac 
me to have, ever fresh and vivid in m 
heart, a holy horror of evil ; but may 
love the poor sinner, and long that h 
maxr fnm tci f.liPA ATid acceot that salvi 
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transactions, in the casual intercourse 
with my fellow-men, in the continually 
recurring relationships of family and 
friends, in visiting the sick and desolate 
and needy, in listening to accounts of 
happiness and joy, in the manifold 
varieties of daily existence which I am 
constantly encountering, I may ever 
remember thee, thy tenderness and thy 
sympathy. May I "go and do likewise," 
not trusting to my own strength, but 
always looking unto thee to give the 
right word. May my whole manner, 
when listening or speaking, show that 
I have been with thee, and have 
learned something of thy heavenly art 
of soothing and solace. May self be 
kept in subjection. May I not be selfish 
even in my religion. May I long that 
others should enjoy t\iQ «idjai<^ W^^'^^^^ 



myself. Let my religion b 
quiet, but diffueive. Ma; i 
be shed abroad. May all si 
that I am thine, not by louc 
by constant asaeveratioD, 
hallowing influence of pui 
uesB, of placing others befoi 
true and heartfelt sympathy. 
Saviour, again I pray, wi 
fervour of my soul, take me 
communion with thyself, anc 
be able truly to feel for and 



XVIII. 
aBken ^earinj of ^etradton. 

"Their tongue is a sharp sword." — ^Ps. Ivii. 4. 

BLESSED Jesus, thou light and life 
of the world, whom to know is 
everlasting life, whom to serve is perfect 
joy, I humbly entreat thee to hear me, 
as I draw near to place my confidence 
in thee. I find my happiness in thee. 
Thou art dearer to me than any earthly 
relative or friend. Joined to thee by 
the vital and indissoluble bonds of thy 
most holy faith, thou art my friend and 
brother, to whom I can impart the con- 
fidences which I can ireeVy \.^ ^.^ '^'^ 



may become closer and more intim 
eveiy day of my sojourn on earth, t 
be refined and perfected above. Tl 
hast been pleased to reveal to us L 
completely thou wast misunderstood 
the days of thy flesh. Even those n 
saw most of thee and cared most 
thee misapprehended thy teaching, i 
did not fully enter into thy purposes 
mercy, self-sacrifice, and love, until tl 
were endued with wisdom and po 
from on high by the descent of 
FTolv Ghost. Still less could the 1 
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even 'Hhe drunkards made songs upon 
thee." 

My Saviour and my Lord, make me 
strong and steadfast in the faith. Let 
my heart be thoroughly right with thee. 
Then, I earnestly beseech thee, let me 
not mind detraction. If I have thy 
favour and am cheered by thy smile, 
let me not care what others may say. 
May I be very careful lest I give occasion 
for being spoken against. The gist of 
thy most solemn benediction, '^Blessed 
are ye, when men shall revile you, and 
persecute you, and shall say all manner 
of evil against you falsely for my sake," 
lies in the word "falsely." Let no 
eccentricity of manner or unkind be- 
haviour or harshness of speech on my 
part give cause for any «5esJL\\v% ^«csi^ \ 



►. 
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Do thou mercifully smooth away all 
difficulties, when they arise. Dissipate 
any cloud between myself and my 
Christian friends, directly it appears. 
Draw my heart towards them, and their 
hearts towards me. Give me more 
meekness and lowliness. Teach me to 
think little of myself. Help me to put 
the very best construction on all they 
say. Take away all* touchiness. When 
I am told of anything that may have 
been said against me, let me pray for 
the person who said it, and, if possible, 
go to him at once and explain. Give me 
strength, however, never to compromise 
essential truth for the sake of being 
spoken well of or of gaining human 
applause. 

alJ-gracious Redeemeit) \ ^Qv>:t <3^q^» 
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mj heart before thee. Enable me to enter 
more fully into the meaning of thy words: 
" He that loveth father or mother more 
than me is not worthy of me : and he 
that loveth son or daughter more than 
me is not worthy of me. And he that 
taketh not his cross, and foUoweth after 
me, is not worthy of me." Let me 
linger over them and treasure them in 
my heart. Let not human love or the 
desire of pleasing any one weaken my 
allegiance to thee. Let me not seek 
the approval and the cheering words 
of man before thine. Let thy words 
be sweeter to me than the words 
of man. Let thine approval be prized 
more than the approbation of man. So 
let me go on my way unmoved and 
undisturbed, when I hear of men speak- 
jn£^ agAinat me, provided. ^Xi'dX. \Jasc^ is 
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really no just cause for 
have not deserved it by i 
or hasty action on my ow 

On the other hand^ gi 
my heavenly helper and dt 
to speak against others m 
be kind and considerate, tht 
gentle, tender towards th 
and full of charity, ever r^ 
the golden rule which thou 
us, and, slightly altering 
speaking of others as I wouL 
should speak of me. This 
blessing and the continual 
the Holy Spirit in my hear 
the sake of all that thou has 
suffered for me and thy peo 
hee, with the Father and tli 
11 the praise for ever. iyai< 



XIX. 

"The friendship of the world is enmity wif 
God."— James iv. 4. 

ALMIGHTY God, who art " able 
do exceeding abundantly abo^ 
all that I can ask or think," I come un 
thee in thy dear Son's name for fre 
supplies of grace and strength. I f< 
• T ^^ ;„ Hancrer of being beguil 
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fascinating evils. Keep me pure, sober, 
and holy in heart and thought. May I 
have grace, by the indwelling Spirit's 
power, to " mortify my members which 
are on the earth," and to "set my 
affection on things above." May I be 
strengthened to "war the good warfare " 
against the world, the flesh, and the 
devil. May no subtle temptation of 
the great adversary, either sensual or 
intellectual, overcome me. May I ever 
be on my guard against his devices, 
and, as I trust I am, in thy strength, 
standing, may I " take heed lest I fall." 
May I ever " watch and pray," lest my 
spiritual enemy take advantage of me, 
and I yield to any known vice of this 
apostate world. 

I beseech thee, howeNet, Vi \rt^\&^ 



lis 



SBLiaST in TEE LORD, 



me from more than this. Keep 
from the spirit of woridlineaa. Let 
not be BO engrosaed by the thinga 
time and sense as to foi^et the thi 
of heaven. Let not the keenness of 
spiritual sense be dulled. Let my h( 
be responaiTe to the slightest touch 
thy Holy Spirit, Let me be acul 
sensitive to the least breath of sin. 
not even the most innocent pietist 
of the world distract my attentioa & 
spiritual concerns, or render meditati 
heavenly communion, and prayer 
tasteful. May I so pasa through 
ordinary duties of life, and so enjoy 
pleasures which thou hast given 
sweeten and to beautify it, that I r 
be ready to turn at any moment fi 
anjtbing in which 1 may be engaj 
Slid to raise mj heart to ft\«6 mTjiM 
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and praise and adoration. Let 
sit loose to the things of earthy 
ready at any time to leave the 
my adorable Redeemer prayed, 
not be taken out of the world, or a 
to^flee from it altogether into sc 
and seclusion ; but may I be kept 
the eviL 

holy Lord God, I feel the exti 
difficulty sometimes of distinguisi 
between what is innocent and wha 
sinful in the world. I sorely need 
quick perception in this matter, wj 
the Holy Spirit only can bestow. 1 1« 
always to bear in mind the distinc 
between the world or the state of th 
by which I am surrounded, and ou 
which my Lord and Master does 
intend me to go, and \\i^ ^"s^^Cc^s 
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it which are nt eamity with him, and 
the evil men who aiB in allegiance witL 
" the god of this world." Give me tht 
promiaod "unction from the Holy One,' 
and spiritual light to ehiue upon mj 
daily path, so that I may avoid everj 
hidden snare aud escape every pitfall 
Vouchsafe thy heavenly gnidance witl 
regard to the difficult question of amua© 
ments— not those which are evidently 
wicked, for these I pray for grace tt 
avoid altogether. May I he entirely 
the servant of Christ, May I go to n( 
place where he would not have me go 
or where I would not wish to be founc 
at his coming. Let me contract d< 
friendship with those who are not thi 
friends of my Lord. 



But there are eometimea wiaBwoo 
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when I do find it difficult to know his 
will. In such cases and at such times 
I cast myself entirely on thee. Grant 
me thy heavenly insight. Let me do 
nothing which may cause reproach to 
be cast on thy blessed name, and go 
nowhere whither my going may cause 
thine enemies to sneer or blaspheme. 
Wherever I go, may Christ go with me. 
Then I feel sure I shall never be " con- 
formed to this world." May I be so 
"transformed by the renewing of my 
mind" that I may thoroughly "prove 
what is thy good and acceptable and 
perfect will." Whenever any doubtful 
matter of any kind comes before me, 
may I have grace to bring it to thee 
in humble prayer in all simplicity and 
sincerity, and I am persuaded that I 
shall never seek foi %\x\^^\i^^ ^s^ ^^sss^ 
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and I shall ever be enabled to pass 
straight on along the narrow road, until 
I reach that happy place where there 
shall be no doubts or perplexities or 
heart-searchings regarding the dailj 
practical life, but perfect happiness and 
assurance and unruffled peace in thine 
immediate presence. that I mai 
finally attain that happy haven throng] 
the merits of him who did, for me an< 
all his faithful people, overcome th 
world, Jesus Christ my Lord. Amen. 



XX. 



Wihtn Jl00aileb bg ^xmbt^. 



** Whatsoever is not of faith is sin.'* — BoM. xiv. 23. 



OLORD God, "my rock, and my 
fortress, and my deliverer ; my 
strength, in whom I will trust; my 
buckler, and the horn of my salvation, 
and my high tower," I call upon thee to 
save me from my spiritual enemies. I 
call upon thee in the name of Jesus 
Christ, thy well-beloved Son and my 
true and trusty friend. I call upon thee 
also in the name of the Holy Spirit of 
truth and strength. Doubts will, from 
tiihe to time, occur in t\iQ m\\A^ ^^"^ ^-^^s^ 



and accuser is always ready t 
advantage of every wayering of 
and every weakness of body. He 
care to insinuate, just at the 
moment, such doubts as ''Yea 
God said?" Is he watching ov 
caring for man 1 Why then is tl 
much unredressed evil and misery 
world ? Is the record contained 
Bible true] Was that poor d 
man of whom we read there 
" very God of very God 1 " The 
a thousand other doubts of i 
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of faith, wherewith I shall be able to 
quench all the fiery darts of the evil 
one." 

I call unto thee, therefore, my 
God, with all the yearning fervour of 
a believing heart, to infuse into me 
stronger faith and more determined 
courage than I have ever yet possessed. 
In the first place, I beseech thee, bring 
up before my mind, in all the clearness 
of reality, the true personality ' and 
divinity of Jesus. He is the One to 
whom I instinctively flee, when spiritual 
doubts assail my soul. I feel that 
round him centres the whole of the 
hot fight now being waged between 
Christianity and infidelity. Either, — 
my lips can scarcely frame the words as 
applied to him, but 1 mxi^X. \x\X«t 'Oc^wa.^ — ^ 



that ever lived, or one with thee in gior 
and majesty, the very Grod incarnate 
That dear face scarred with thorns an< 
awful in humility, comes before me, a 
if I had really seen it. Those swec 
words such as mere man never spak 
ring in my ears. The life of good, : 
which enemies could never find a fla? 
the death of shame, which has broug 
comfort to millions of fainting heart 
the resurrection, the story of which 
man could have invented — all, all spe 
*" — "'*'• ^'^ wv heart that here i 
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my Lord and God, "stablish, 
strengthen, settle me'' in this true faith. 
Doubts are not in themselves sinful; but 
doubts cherished, entertained, dallied 
with, are. Help me to be ever on my 
guard. Help me ever to watch and be in 
a prayerful mood. . I am aware what an 
innumerable host of sceptical opinions 
under various specious names hover 
around me in the present day j but, 
however polished and intellectual they 
may be, there is the same old malice 
about them; and, behind them all, is 
the same coarse and blasphemous denial 
of thy very existence, which has been 
the belief of Satan's followers from the 
first until now. Men imagine that thou 
canst not be known. Man cannot indeed 
by searching find thee out with his 
intellect and in hia ON^ii ^\,T^\i'g^S^'^ 



\ 



word. Tuore tnou uusb luaa^o « 
known to the meek, the lowlj, ai 
contrite. With my gracious Loi 
thank thee, Father," that, whil 
hast " hid these things from th( 
and understanding, thou hast re 
them unto babes.'' 

give me the meek and lowlj 
to which thy sacred truths are re' 
and also the clear and manly ir 
with which I may be permitted 
srace to defend the precious heril 



WHEN ASSAILED BY DOUBTS. 127 

book. It seems to me, that the more 
minutely it is studied, the more beautiful 
its accuracy appears. There are parts 
of it which I do not understand ; but I 
humbly bow before thine inscrutable 
majesty, and believe that no revelation 
from the infinite and divine could be 
made, which would be, in all parts, 
transparently clear to the comprehension 
of the mortal and the finite. I am sure, 
however, that all will one day be made 
perfectly plain in the light of Heaven, 
and I " take it on trust a little while." 
Meantime, my Father, nerve and 
encourage me in contending earnestly 
" for the faith which was once delivered 
unto the saints ; " but let it be in the 
'' meekness of wisdom " as well as in 
the wisdom of meekness. Let me be 
firmly persuaded in my o^tl tjxsxA ^^I'v^^ 
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absolute truth of thine tncomparB 
religion. Let it be the very joy i 
solace of my own heart. Let Jeaus 
ray own tried friend. May ueit 
menace nor cajolery move me from 
firm graap on his hand. Come ' 
ctme death, in trouble or in joy, in 
applause or mider the frown of nc 
m'iy I be his and hia alone for e 
aud ever. And all I ask is for his d 
anke Amen. 
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le consecration of his God is upon his head," 
—Numbers vi. 7. 

/TOST glorious Lord God, before 
JL whom the angels veil their faces 
. '' the heavens are not clean in thy 
\t" I confess before thee my weakness 
. unworthiness. I am conscious of 

pollution of sin and of my inability 
do anything good. But I plead the 
iteousness of my Saviour, and I lift 

eyes unto him as my only refuge 
I strength. " Without holiness no 
tt can see thee," aii^ 1 Vv^ *Vi Xsr^ \ 



D. 



. sanc- 
thy Holy 
jr level of 
an I have 
nortify the 
I " crucify 
and lusts." 
ive to the 
'alk in the 
e "to will 
jure." Let 
a holiness, 
more con- 
dee of my 
le the spirit 
Blight in all 



,yo accepted 
dl\. I have. 
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I trust, bathed in '' the fountain open 
for sin and uncleanness j " but I need 
fresh quickening of thy Spirit. I long 
for the fire of divine love to bum 
brighter and clearer in my heart. I 
need a renewal of consecration to thy 
service. And here with all my heart 
and strength, with every energy of my 
mind and every faculty of my soul, with 
all the fervour of which my being is 
capable, I beseech thee, I entreat thee, 
give me more of thy spiritual blessings. 
Purge away all self-seeking from my 
heart. '' Strengthen me with all might 
by thy Spirit in the inner man; that 
Christ may dwell in my heart by faith ; 
that, being rooted and grounded in love, 
I may be able to comprehend with all 
saints what is the breadth, and length, 
and depth, and heigYit •, mi<\ \.c> Vass^ "n^^ 



that I may be filled with ail thy la 
I earnestly pray for a deep and tr 
thorough consecration of my ent 
unto thee and to thy service. 1 1: 
no Yowsj I make no promises; 
give myself to thee, " thine, onlj 
for aye to be." 

What I really desure is that m^ 
being may be thine altogether ai 
only for thee. Consecrate m^ 
entirely to thee. Let it, the ce 
mv hmnst and the source of m' 
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commands, ever ready to go where thou 
dost send, — into the lowest alley if it is 
thy will to send me there, or to the 
remotest bounds of the world — to the 
abodes of poverty or to the houses of 
the rich — anywhere and everywhere, if 
thou only art the sender. Let me never 
mistake undirected enthusiasm for the 
indication of thy will ; but, when once 
thy will is clear, let me never hold back. 
Consecrate my hands for thee. Let 
them work for thee, write for thee, toil 
for thee. Let them soothe the death 
beds of thy saints ; let them cool the 
feverish brows of thy servants when ill ; 
let them help and cheer the struggling 
believer; let them minister to the 
happiness of thy rejoicing servants. 
Consecrate my lips to thy bleaaad 
aervice. May they re^ov^e «eA ^v«i»^^ 



me oourage to reprove profuD 
vice. Let me be alwajs ready i 
for thee, when ocoasions offt 
willing to be Bilent, when u 
better than speech. Let nothi 
through mj lipa which is not 
lovely, and of good report" 
praises ever be on them, and 
continually ascending &om then 
throne. 

Consecrate to thy service mj 
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religion, mistakiDg the pleasure of har- 
mony for the spirit of prayer. Let me 
flee from all places where I may hear 
thy name profaned or thy religion 
spoken against. Give me a humble and 
teachable spirit, so that I may listen 
attentively to the preaching of the 
word, and store up its sacred truths in 
my heart. J beseech thee also to con- 
secrate my faculty of sight. May I not 
only take heed as to what I hear, but 
as to what I see. Preserve me from 
willingly going where I shall see any- 
thing that is contrary to my Christian 
profession. 

Most holy God, consecrate unto thy 
service every faculty of mind or body, 
and may I be completely thine. Not 
only may I pass througVi \\im^\««s;^^'^^ 



eternal; but may I have life more f 
dantly. May eyeiy spiritual bk 
thou canst bestow on fallen ma 
mine. May I not enter heaven 1 
battered hulk, with cordage rent^ 
torn, and only just saved from p 
though even that would be infi; 
better than altogether missing the 
but may I enter the haven like a 
in full sail and wafted by every favc 
breeze ; through the merits of tha 
Saviour who purchased me with hi 



XXII. 
Jfor ^ight Jfubginent in all ihinj^. 

" If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of 
God, that giveth to all men liberally, and up- 
braideth not; and it shall be given him." — 
James i. 5. 

OMY God and Father, the fountain 
of all grace and the inexhaustible 
source of all wisdom, I cast myself down 
before thy throne in lowly adoration and 
praise. Thou knowest my great and 
sore need of heavenly light, wisdom, 
and guidance in this dark world. let 
thy holy and enlightening Spirit shine 
in upon my mind, and give me a right 
judgment in all tbmgja, \ Xkftfe^ ^^^a^ 



\ 
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I need his heavenly help and 
guidance in the affairs of business 
study. I need his secret and 
straining influence in my do 
concerns. I need his firm hand t 
me safely through the perplexitic 
arise in my daily course. Above 
need his sacred unction and ui 
direction in every thing connectc 
my Christian faith, and in applyi 
principles of thy holy word 1 
practical details which continuall; 
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from a heavenly point of view. Let me 
endeavour to judge of things as thou 
dost estimate them. Enable me honestly 
to ascertain and follow thy mind and 
will in every matter. Disperse the 
mists of human prejudice and error 
from my heart. Give me calmness of 
temper, clearness of thought, and a 
sincere desire to do what is right as in 
thy most holy sight, even though it may 
not be to my own worldly advantage. 
I feel quite certain that, though there 
may be no actual sign or token of thy 
will vouchsafed to me, thou wilt be sure 
to lead me in exactly the right path, 
if I bring each matter before thee in 
believing prayer and unfeignedly seek 
thy counsel and guidance in it. "All 
things," I am persuaded, " are working 
together for my good " \i^^«Axaa ^ Vr^^ 
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intricacies and niceties, ai 
turnings and twinings ol 
that they shall issue in t1 
highest good, and in the ^ 
I love. heavenly Lor 
take me by the hand an( 
I will trust thee to the ei 

Whenever any difficult 
before me, do thou give 
tance of the Holy Spii 
come to a just and e 
Give me clearness of int 
may carefully weigh all 
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towards thee, intertwine itself with all 
my thoughts, purifying and sanctifying 
them. When others consult me, help 
me cheerfully to put aside the work on 
which I may be engaged, and enter 
thoroughly into their ideas and views, 
praying equally over their affairs as I 
would over my own. "The preparations 
of the heart " are from thee, " and the 
answer of the tongue.'' grant me 
'Hhe sanctified common sense" which 
we all need, and the heavenly " wisdom 
which is better than gold." 

thou God of truth as well as of 
wisdom, give me thy special help in 
considering spiritual matters. As there 
was in the early days of Christianity, 
when the Apostles warned their hearers 
against being beguiled by M^q V.^w^^t.^' 



so is it in the presoiiw .^ 
on all sides much specious error an 
most insidious admixture of unsoun 
doctrine with the truth. The holiei 
men sometimes are led astray in mine 
matters, though they may be right in tl 
grand essentials of the faith. Othe 
hold deadly error, though most devot 
in their lives and zealous in their wo 
In these dangerous times help me to 
on my guard. Let thy Holy Spirit gc 
me into all truth. Give me a r 
-"^o-nnent on every point that may c 
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author and finisher of my faith," turning 
neither to the right hand nor to the 
left, seeking not the favour of man, but 
thine approval, and holding fast "the 
faith once delivered to the saints," as 
revealed in thy holy word. Keep me 
true in heart, sound in faith, clear in 
love, and holy in life, for the sake of 
thy well-beloved Son, Jesus Christ my 
Lord. Amen. 
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Jfor ^o)(x>tx in (Elmdiian \ 

"His servants shall serve him."— R] 

OGOD, my strength and 
"who givest power to tl 
and to them that have n< 
increaseth strength," hear t. 
prayer, and let my cry come u 
I thank thee that thou hast, 
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vouchsafed to me, for "the night 
Cometh, when no man can work." 
give unto me a living, personal com- 
munion with that beloved Saviour, in 
whose name I draw near, so that I may 
receive out of his fulness, and thus be 
enabled to speak of that which I know 
and have felt and have seen. May I 
abide in him and he in me. May I be 
one with him and he with me. May 
his love be "shed abroad in my heart 
by the Holy Ghost," so that all I do 
for him may be real and true. May 
I be " full of the Holy Ghost," 
" strengthened with all power according 
to the might of his glory." Let me 
deeply and sincerely feel that I am 
positively unable to do anything of my- 
self; but that in the strength of my Lord 
and Master I am able to do ^ VX^^vc^^^ 
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effectoallj touch 
successfully moye i 
penetrating power o 
All that is to be c 
in thee. Thou aloi 
the dull human h( 
canst bestow the 
Thou alone canst ii 
Thou alone canst i 
thou art gracious 
human instrument} 
May I be the happ 
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various gifts; but sometimes^ in our 
short-sightedness and ignorance, we are 
inclined to employ ourselves in service 
for which we are not best fitted. I 
desire to place myself entirely in thy 
hands; and may the secret influence 
of the Spirit and the counsel of wise 
friends incline me not to such work as 
may seem to suit my own tastes so 
much as the very work for which 
thou, in thy good Providence, hast 
prepared me. 

Whatever work I undertake, however, 
may I do it as unto thee and not to 
man, with all my might and with all 
my strength. Let me constantly look 
up from it unto thee. Let me ever 
remember that thine eye is on me 
and on it. Let my usual daWj vio^^Mvs^^ 



\ 



all direct persoaal Bervioe f< 
also completely ooueecmted 
If thou callest upon me p 
advocate thy cause, do thou 
and through me. If thou re 
to teach the ignorant and 1 
give me a winuiug maon 
patient temper. If thou cal 
to perform any work, howevi 
trivial, for the promotion of th; 
me put my whole heart into 
me do all with " a single ej 



POWER IN CHRISTIAN WORK. 149 

tasteless. If thou sendest me forth to 

cheer the sick or comfort the dying, 

let "the word in season" always be 

given me. Let me serve thee "with 

a willing mind" and "with a pure 

conscience." Let prayer ennoble all I 

do. Let me have a very close walk 

with thee. my God, I do not know 

how to express all the fervency of my 

desire ; but I sum up all in the earnest 

prayer that I may imitate thine own 

dear Son, Jesus Christ. Like him, may 

I go about doing good. Like him, 

may I yearn for the salvation of souls. 

Like him, may I be in continual 

ommunion with thee. Like him, may 

forget self. Like him, may I be 

holy, harmless, imdefiled, and separate 

)m sinners." for the power that 

nes from willing, "Vieor^^, ^Wia»^^fc.^^^ 



HE LORD. 



II. Drive away 

tedness and fear. 

3ak hands, and 

ees. Say to me, 
for I am with 

lit on thee. I 
the whole earth 

Hasten to fill up 
elect Let thy 

e. With me or 

me in thine own 

irposes will be 

even though in 

me be a fellow- 

to thee shall be 

ise in the name 

Saviour and 

Amen. 
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O LOVING and hearUearobing God, 
" thy thoughts are not our 
thoughts, neither are our ways thy 
ways." I would lay to heart this great 
truth : thuB Baith the Lord, " As the 
heavens are higher than the earth, so 
are my ways higher than your ways, 
and my thoughts than your thoughts." 
Permit me, gracious Father, for a few 
momenta to outer into communion with 
thee by the power ot ttv« B-dv^ %■{«*., 



active Christian duti 
placed before me, ; 
every thing in which I 
to enjoy dose and uni 
with thee. Like Ma 
the feet of Jesus, I 
loving words and foi 
in this divine tuitio 
a time, be absorbec 
heaven, and drink 
from the " pure rive 
which, " clear as <»7e 
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variety to do for thee. Every heart and 
every hand is needed in thy service. 
There is scarcely sufficient time to do 
all that has to be done. Individual 
labourers are overburdened and fatigued. 
In the midst of all this stir and flow of 
spiritual work, there is the danger of 
each one neglecting to lay in the needed 
supply of spiritual grace to enable him 
to do thy work efifectually. We all 
stand in peril of neglecting the calm 
and contemplative and devotional side 
of religion in the deep and absorbing 
interest and excitement of the active 
and aggressive side of it. Thus our 
own spiritual energies flag. Our own 
souls languish, while we are helping 
others. The whirl of spiritual excite- 
ment agitates and unhinges us. We 
are ourselves in danger oi ^ovcl^ \i!5v^«-- 



never relax in work, 
more frequent opport 
retirement and of heart 



Eternal Jehovah, w] 
rulest over the hearts 
teach me to have very < 
with thyself. I would 
my own heart and be 
my own exceeding in 
nothingness in myself, 
more and more from 



nu, 
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perform. Let me be conscious how very 
dear thy believing people are to thee for 
thy beloved Son's sake. Let me realize 
how intimate, how vital, how enduring 
the union is between him and them. 
May I realize also how fully thou dost 
sympathize with them in all the labours 
in which they are engaging for thee. 
There is not a word spoken, there is not 
a prayer offered, there is not a spiritual 
conflict endured, but thou knowest all. 
Lord, not only cheer, comfort, refresh 
me, but lift up the light of thy coun- 
tenance on all who are working for thee, 
wheresoever they may be and whatever 
they may be doing. Enable them also 
to "come apart and rest awhile." 
Holy Spirit, 

** Anoint and cheer our soiled face 
With the abundance ol >^"^ ^«r»^^ 
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Gracious God, let me not feel diapt 
to grudge these quiet hours of med 
tion, thought, aud prayer from the t 
of active labour. I am sure that ei 
moment spent with thee is clear gati 
every way. Only let my meditation 
sweet, and my communion real, an 
shall return to the conflict and the 
with strengthened nerve and iacres 
courage. Let me feel thy presence, 
I shall go back, to work with the gl 
of the spiritual light still lingering roi 
me. All with whom I may come 
contact will then perceive that I fa 
indeed " been with JesHs " by the ini 
sity of my love, the greater heavenlii 
of my demeanour, nod the inorea 
spring and elasticity of my work, 
me thoroughly enjoy these quiet momc 
with tbee. " Hide tno," at ftvi.c\i as»a 
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" in thy pavilion, and in the secret of 
thy tabernacle." Bring me into thy 
"banqueting house," and let thy "banner 
over me be love." Wrap around us the 
folds of thy tent. Let the sound of the 
world and its strife be entirely excluded. 
Let me be alone with thee. So shall I 
return to my post of duty, calm and 
determined, ready for any attack. So 
shall the sweeping restlessness of the 
age pass by and leave me unscathed. 
So shall I become fitted and braced for 
my work on earth, and "meet to be 
partaker of the inheritance of the saints 
in light," through the abounding merits 
of the Eong of saints, and Prince of 
workers, our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ. Amen. 



^or the (EonDereion of ^rienl 

"Ha which oonvertoth a Binner troa 
orrnr of hia way shall aave a houI from d 
and shall cover a multitode ot Bin 
JiUKa y. 20. (B.V.) 

OGOD, our Heavenly Father, 
kuowest tlie secrets of all h< 
and aeest all things, who " understan 
all the im Elgin atioQB of the thougl 
and hast all power over the iaclinal 
of man, I, who am but sinful dust 
ashes, would draw near unto thee 
iu the spirit of devout and hui 
interceseion. Ab Abraham, thy ser 
and thy friend, mterceiei -wWi l 
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and thou didst hear him, so, I beseech 
thee, hear me as I plead before thee. 
I come implicitly relying on the finished 
work and on the perfect merits of the 
great Intercessor, thine own dear Son, 
Jesus Christ ; and I take pleasure and 
comfort in the thought that, while I 
am earnestly pleading here below, he is 
pleading for me and those for whom I 
am praying with the rich incense of 
his own intercession. May the Holy 
Spirit reveal unto me something of 
the mind and spirit of him, who, in 
the days of his humiliation, ^'ofifered 
up prayers and supplications with 
strong crying and tears, and was heard 
in that he feared ; " and give unto me 
some measure of his love for souls, 
and of his fervent supplication for 
them. 



Thou kaoweet ezaotlj 
feelings towards thee, 
their very thoughts 
hidden from thine 
Thou hast disoemec 
thought, and hast nc 
ward aspiration wliiol 
through their miuda. 
from man is known 
who dost "never breal 
nor quenoh the emoki 
their hearts a holy t 
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Take away the heart of stone, and put 
within them a heart of flesh. Speak 
to them in love and mercy. Draw 
them near unto thyself, and show 
them all thy ways of kindness and 
tenderness. Let them see how thou 
didst give thyself for them, and didst 
leave the glories of Heaven, and keep 
thy Father's law, and incur thy 
Father's wrath on sin, and pour out 
thy precious blood, in order to win 
them unto thyself. 

gracious Father, send down thy 
Holy Spirit into their hearts. I would 
not usurp to myself, even in thought, 
thine own divine prerogative. Thou 
choosest whom thou wilt to be thy 
servants in this sinful world. Thy 
grace is full, free, and ao\et^\^. ^>^\. 
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thou deigne8t lu 

Thou hearest earnest prayer. 'J 
hast promised to answer every hui 
petition. Thou hast given me 
fullest and richest assurances in 
word. save the souls of those 
whom I plead. Touch their conscie 
Plead with them by the Spirit, 
them from darkness to light, 
them from the world to thyself, 
the power of Satan over their he 
I cease. Snap the chains of sin th} 

*hftni. Bid them step out ir 
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wiliest not the death of a sinner. 
Thou hast ''no pleasure in the death 
of the wicked." speak to these 
thyself, and remind them of thy love, 
and soften their hearts and turn them 
unto thee. Lord, I believe in thy 
faithfulness and truth. "Lord, I 
believe; help thou mine unbelief." 
With all the earnestness in my power, 
with all the faculties of my soul and 
spirit, I entreat, I implore thee, hear 
my petition and let my cry come unto 
thee, and save the souls of those I 
love. All I ask is in the all-prevailing 
name of Jesus, our intercessor, advocate, 
and friend. Amen. 



®n Cotnnunnng s J 

" Prosper thoo the work o( 
UB, O prosper thoii our hani 
so. 17., P.V. 

OTHOU omniscient 
God and Father,' 
variablenesa, seitber bIk 
who knowest every thoi 
->-- ooflst the end of 
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ask thy blessing upon it. I believe 
firmly that he whom thou blessest is 
blessed indeed, and that he from whom 
thou withholdest thy blessing is most 
unhappy. I am quite sure that nothing 
can prosper which does not receive thy 
divine sanction and approval, and that 
anything which has thine approving 
smile will be sure to succeed, even 
though it may, for a season, seem to 
fail. Mercifully give me the guiding 
light of thy Holy Spirit, and I feel 
persuaded that I shall not go wrong. I 
place my hand in thine, and ask that 
I may be led in a sure path. 

Gracious God, I do not wish to form 
any plans or to make any arrangements 
without first consulting thee. I do not 
even desire to prepat© ^^evasra. ^^^s^^ 



than not asking for t'. 
but I want to consult 
of the way, to be le 
iaception of eveiy j 
asBiBtaDce of the Ho' 
part of its progress, 
thou art leading m( 
be^nning to the end. 
event of my life, I 
that it ia begun, con 
in thee. 
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kiDgdom. May it be the means of 
doing good to man. May it be for my 
own good and for the benefit of those 
immediately connected with me. If 
thou seest that this will be the case, 
support and strengthen me in it. Make 
the way plain before me. Give me 
courage and nerve to overcome diffi- 
culties. Let me not be disturbed by 
apparent failures, nor elated by success. 
Keep me lowly, humble, and vigilant. 
Give me perseverance and patience. 
Guide thou my hand. Strengthen thou 
my heart. Cheer thou my spirits when 
they droop or flag. 

I especially pray that every portion 
of this work may be consecrated to the 
service of my beloved Lord. I call to 
mind how he suffered, toUad, ^\i^ ^^^^s^ 



sanctified by his atoning Diooa. jnaj 
my object in it be the more effectuallj 
to promote his cause, and to promulgate 
his Gospel. Even though it may b( 
what is usually called a secular employ 
ment, let it be ennobled and enrichec 
by being linked with his redeeming 
work. Should this not be the issue 
grant that it may not succeed; but ' 
pray that it may be successful, and ii 
exactly the right way, and I beseech thee 
with all reverence and dutiful submission 
<-n orivft it thv fatherly blessing anc 



j|or our £intibt l^anl). 



liv. 34. 

THOU great and glorious Jehovah, 
Lord of heaven and earth, by 
whom " kings reign, and princes decree 
justice," I bend before thy throne in 
humble prayer and eupplication for my 
native laad. Thou haat invited and 
encouraged thy servants to pray " for 
kings and all that are in high place " 
and authority ; " that we may lead a 
tranquil and quiet life in all godliness 
and gravity." hear my prayer, as I 
lift up my heart in earae&t »^■^^\'i«^l^s.■' 
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this country the continuance of the 
inestimable blessing of order and good 
government. Mercifully give her Ma- 
jesty's ministers a single eye to thy 
glory and honour. Let the spirit of 
party, the desire of power, and the mists 
of prejudice be completely taken away 
from every heart. May the first objects 
of all be thy glory, the good of man, 
and the welfare of our country. Give 
our diplomatists wisdom from above, 
tact, integrity, and skill. Grant our 
senators thine assistance in all their 
deliberations. May both Houses of 
Parliament be led to prepare and alter 
the laws in thy faith and fear, with a 
sincere desire just to do what is right as 
before thee. Overrule for good all that 
may appear to be discordant or wrong. 
Bless all our judges and infiugk&VT^Xe;^ ^>:c^^ 
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that true godliness may increase in 

||^ England. Bless all the ministers of 

/i thy Gospel with earnestness, and energy, 

and spiritual fire. Let their every 

word and act show that they mean 

what they say, when they speak of the 

love of Christ and the blessedness of his 

religion. May all who name the name 

of Christ depart from evil. May all 

speak for him and of him wherever they 

go. May the clear light of the pure 

Gospel ever shine in this land and out 

from it to other lands, so that the whole 

earth may see and know that this 

country is Christian indeed, and have 

cause to rejoice that the empire of 

England has extended so far as it has. 

I Bless our army and navy, our mer- 
chants, our traders, our authors and our 
latudents, our farmers, our arW^^iet^, o\>x 
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Happy " indeed " are the people that 
are in such a case ; yea^ blessed are the 
people who have thee for their God." 
May this transcendent blessedness be 
ours, for thy Son, Jesus Christ's sake. 
Amen. 



XXVIII. 
Jfor tht ^tmfzxtinct Cati0t. 

** Drunkards shall not inherit the kinprdom of 
God."— 1 Cor. vi. 10. 

ALMIGHTY God, our Heavenlj 
Father, while praying for m,^ 
native land and beseeching thee to pou 
thv blessings upon her, I would especiall 
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therefore, unto thee with special earnest- 
ness and fervour that thou wouldest be 
pleased to take away from the people of 
England this terrible reproach. Thou 
hast bestowed upon them very many 
and very great virtues and advantages. 
In many respects it can justly be said 
of us as a nation that we are '* a wise 
and understanding people.'' But our 
" wisdom and understanding in the sight 
of the nations" can only be made 
apparent and abiding by keeping and 
doing 'Hhe statutes and judgments" 
which thou hast commanded. In Eng- 
land thy word has, notwithstanding all 
national failures and faults, been really 
loved and jealously guarded. May the 
grace of sobriety and self-control, which 
is so carefully enjoined in that sacred 
volume, become her croTixiva^^vsr^- 



who hast compasaioD on thoBO that 
erred from the paths of thy ways 
art "touched with the feeling o 
iufirtnitieB," and who, " in the di 
thy flesh," " suffered, being tempte 
art able to succour them ths 
tempted," have mercy on all tha 
fallen into this degrading sin. 
them strength and power resolii 
resist the insidious temptation of 
Let thy Holy Spirit touch their 
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the Spirit." Let them not trust in 
themselves or in their own resolutions or 
vows, or in anywise "lean on an arm 
of flesh ; " but let them look unto 
thee alone and trust in thee alone, 
for thou art " mighty to save." There 
is no evil habit, however enchanting ; 
there is no vice, however fascinating, 
from which thy blood and thy love can- 
not set free. Jesus, Saviour, stretch 
forth thine hand and say to those who 
are writhing under the abominable in- 
fatuation of intemperance, "I will; be 
thou clean ; " I command thee, " Come 
out of him ; " and, when the heart has 
yielded, "Thy faith hath saved thee; 
go in peace." 

Compassionate Redeemer, who didst 
shed tears of love over im^enitewfc ^s^^ 
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hardened Jerusalem, look down in ten- 
derness and pity on the drunkard's 
miserable home. Have mercy on those 
whose lives are made wretched by 
selfishness and sin. Give them, in the 
first place, the consolation of safety in 
thee and forgiveness in thine atoning 
sacrifice, and then wisdom, tact, and 
care in presenting thy truth in all its 
attractiveness before those who have 
fallen into the tetnpter's snare, and are 
being led " captive by him at his wilL" 
Assist them so to live and so to act that 
they may exhibit in their own characters 
the persuasiveness of sobriety and holi- 
ness. May all who have the manage- 
ment and tuition of the young be 
careful in every way to show forth in 
their sight the beauty of temperance. 
May all ma&teTB OisA tckv&trosaes, and 
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employers of labour do all within their 
power to advance this heavenly cause. 
Incline the hearts of all in authority, 
of the wealthy, and of the learned to 
exercise the virtue of thorough self- 
control themselves, and to set a noble 
example to others. Give the same self- 
reliance and restraint to all of thy 
servants who are artisans and labourers. 
Bless in the same hallowed work all 
those who are in business or trade. 
May the Legislature devise wise and 
feasible measures for promoting the 
progress of temperance, and thus 
advancing the highest good and the 
noblest interests of England. Blessed 
Saviour, in thine infinite mercy, pour 
the Holy Spirit on all orders and 
conditions of men in this latvd^ ^^n^ 
them to thyself, a\io^ ^i^^^'ai. *vi«^ 



t,iio uarLD, OB tempera 
well as manly, uprig 
integrity and honour; 
earth shall sing of thy 
and be glad. So, in th. 
it be. Amen. 




^01 ^Biseione at ^ome. 

" Eat the fat, &nd drink the aweet, uid send 
portions unto them for whom nothing is pre- 
pared."— NkH. viii. 10. 

ALMIGHTY and everlasting God, 
Lord of heaven and earth, whose 
strength is our joy, mercifully permit 
me to draw near in the name of Jesus 
Christ in humble intercession and prayer, 
" Behold now, I have taken upon me 
to epeak unto the Lord, which am but 
dust and ashes," and all unworthy in 
myself; but thou, "Vbe ^w&.^'a <^ 'SS, 
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intercessions of thy people lur v% 
when presented in the name of him 
is the great Intercessor, who ^* 
liveth to make intercession" for i 
that come unto thee through 
Therefore I raise unto thee my fe 
prayer for the multitude who, ev- 
this nominally Christian land, pract 
know thee not, and are conseqi 
without thee and without hope i 
I, 1 1 world. my God, have mercy 

ill mercy upon them. "0 send o\ 
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light which shines so clearly in this land, 
for all the true and faithful followers of 
the Lamb and for their godly lives ; but 
this makes the surrounding darkness all 
the more appalling. pour out thy 
Holy Spirit far and wide. Touch cold 
and dead hearts. Teach men to see 
their misery and sin, and to look unto 
Jesus and be saved. 

gracious God, whose eye is quick to 
mark the faintest turning of the sinful 
heart to thee and the slightest act of 
love done in thy name, bless every effort 
for good attempted in thy strength. 
There never was, perhaps, an age in 
which so much is really being done for 
thee. give thy blessing to it all. Lift 
up the light of thy countenance upon it. 
Grant that all eflforta may \>^ V\^^^ «siS^ \ 













be < 
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sanctify every scheme for the Balvation 
of souls. Be with all who, especially in 
our deneely populated cities, go about 
from street to street, from house to 
house, and from room to room, to take 
the message of the Gospel home to each 
individual. Give the fitting words, 
exactly the appropriate message, the 
loving heart, and the quick thrill of 
sympathy. Let the good news never 
lose its frealmeBs and its power. Be 
especially with those who are called to 
enter the haunta of vice and houses of 
infamy in order that they may take the 
same loving message there also. Have 
mercy on all who have gone astray 
from the paths of purity and virtue. 
thou good Shepherd who didst leave 
the uinety and nine in the wilderness 
and seek for tbe obb ^V^^- "«*»■ ^'^^- 
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pleasure in the death of the wicked; but 
that the wicked turn from his way and 
live," have mercy on those who will not 
have mercy on themselves. Open thou 
their eyes. Let them look on him who 
died for them, and whom thou didst give 
that ** whosoever believeth in him should 
not perish, but have everlasting life." 
Bless every passage of Scripture read or 
quoted, and send it right home, like a 
sharp 'Hwo-edged sword," to the depths of 
their hearts. Help us to put aside all our 
doubts, prejudices, and divisions. Teach 
us how best we can join together, heart 
and soul, to combat the hosts of dark- 
ness, and to work, while it is day, to 
reclaim the fallen, to raise the faint, 
to instruct the young, to cheer the 
depressed, to release the captive soul, 
to animate the true-heaxted. \ ^\A> ^^ \ 
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Christiau England may 
Christ's, Immanuers own land, 
sake. Amen. 
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" The God of the whole earth."— Isaiah liv. 5. 



OGOD, the Creator and Preserver, 
the Upholder and Redeemer, of 
all mankind, give me, I beseech thee, 
the true spirit of universal love for all 
men, and grace to show it in a right 
way. I believe that thou didst, in thine 
infinite love, send thy dear Son to die 
for all and that thou hast purposes of 
mercy for all. It was his express desire 
that the blessed Gospel of redeeming 
love should be proclaimed throughout 
the whole world, and hia \«jbX. ^o^^^s. ^\ 
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who hast commanded thy servants to 
pray that thou wouldest "send forth 
labourers into thy harvest," mercifully 
hear the petition which I now oflfer to 
thy divine majesty. Give thine abun- 
dant blessing to all those Societies which 
are engaged in searching for, preparing, and 
sending forth labourers to work for thee 
in foreign lands. Give thy Holy Spirit 
to all who are employed in the manage- 
ment of their affairs. Bestow upon 
them a hearty love for perishing souls, 
keen spiritual discernment, the spirit 
of perfect harmony and unity, heavenly 
wisdom, fervent zeal tempered with dis- 
cretion and sobriety, a single eye to thy 
glory united with prudence and care, 
and a sincere desire to be simply guided 
by the teaching of the Holy Si^irit, 
Cheer and encourage «iXV ^\^o ^s^s^ '^>^ 
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Give special grace to those who are 
instructing them. Be with thy Mis- 
sionary servants in whatsoever part of 
the world thou mayest have ordered 
their lot. Be unto them " as a little 
sanctuary in the countries whore they 
shall come." May the Lord Jesus be 
their friend, companion, and comforter. 
May he uphold them when their spirits 
sinlc or fail. May he cheer them 
whenever they may suffer ft^m the 
effects of unhealthy climate, depres- 
sion of mind, or absence from beloved 
relatives and fiienda. May he give them 
skill and learning and perseverance in 
acquiring the language of the people 
among whom thou callest them to labour. 
May they understand and sympathize 
with the social tastes and feeling <^t 
heathen people, while B.\^tiTr»% *iw^ 
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idolatry, and yeaniing for their 
ance from it. May they procit 
GoHpel of the crucified Saviour ii 
purity and freshneas, looking un 
to own and bless it, and feeling a' 
thine own word will never, cai 
return to thee void. Let no disi 
meut daunt, no dieappoiutment i 
failure appal, no dull routine 
them, Amidat all, may Jesus 
be to them a living reality, " an 
place from the wind, and a cove 
the tempest ; as rivers of water 
place, as the shadow of a great 
a weary land." 

Bless thine own ancient race, 

who art " a light to lighten the < 

and thfl glory of thy people 

and may they look ouVim-s'a 
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have pierced and rejected." Look 
also in mercy on all Mohammedan, 
Buddhist, and heathen nations. Open 
their eyes that they may see the truth 
as revealed to mankind in thy word. 
Teach the followers of Mohammed to 
worship thee, the one true God, and to 
own thy Son as the only Prophet of thy 
people ; and may idolaters cast away 
their idols, and call on thee, the living 
God. Deal tenderly with all who are 
feeling after the truth, and bring them 
into the clear light of the Gospel. Bless 
the reading of every portion of thy holy 
book to the enlightenment of their souls. 
Pour thy Holy Spirit upon all native 
Churches, congregations, and converts. 
Keep them sound in the faith and holy 
in life. Let the lamp of divine truth 
shine out from them 7?\V\i \jL\i^^'^«"c>si5i» 
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radiance into the dense darkness by 
which they are surrounded. Bring out 
of all nations a people to serve thee. 
Hasten the day of thy Son's return in 
glory, when all shall serve and praise 
thee, for that blessed Saviour's sake. 
Amen. 
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Jfar the spirit ot ^kanfe^sibinj. 



" Praise is comely."— Psalm cxlvii, 1, 



ETERNAL and ever adorable Je- 
hovah, who delightest in the 
praises of thy people, enable me to 
draw near into the very Holy of Holies 
by the precious blood of the Lamb, and 
there to pour out my heart before thee 
in secret, praying for the spirit of 
thankfulness and praise. I thank thee 
with all the power of my soul for the 
innumerable blessings which thou hast 
so graciously bestowed, vjc^oa \£kfe. 
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rould take up the words of the Psalmist 
nd adopt them as my own — "Praise 
be Lord, my souL While I live will 
praise the Lord : I will sing praises 
nto my God while I have any being." 
Praise the Lord, my soul : and all 
bat is within me praise his holy name." 
would praise thee, because thou art in 
ayself so worthy to be praised. All the 
irth is full of thy goodness and glory, 
ngels and archangels, and all the 
)mpany of Heaven rejoice in thy 
resence above. Thou art worthy to be 
raised for all thy divine attributes, 
hy wisdom, thy marvellous power, 
line all-seeing providence, thy justice, 
ly loving kindness fill our hearts with 
itonishment and thankfulness. 



But chiefly, beoveiA^ "S^VVi^c^ thou 
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art to be praised for the exceeding love 
^hich thou hast shown towards the 
children of men. Words cannot express 
the depth of my gratitude and adoring . 
praise for thy mercy in having had 
compassion on our fallen race, and for 
having remembered us in our low estate. 
I thank thee for having so loved the 
world that thou didst give thine only 
begotten Son that through him it might 
be saved. I bless and praise and 
magnify thy holy name for this convinc- 
ing proof of thine imspeakable affection 
to mankind. I praise thee for the 
revelation thou hast given of thy will, 
for the affecting story of the Saviour's 
life and death, and for the simple but 
sovereign way of salvation by free, 
unmerited grace. I praise thee for the 
gift of the Holy Spkit \.o V^^ ^s^\&^ 



mtui to JesuB and vu .. 
hoIinesG of life. I pnuae t 
promiaeB of thy word on 
haat caused thy BerrantB 1 
praise thee for the proiuin 
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praise thee, ae I do this day." I thank 
thee that I can see how exceedingly 
siafol and unworthy I am in myBolf, 
and that I am able to look away from 
myself and my own evil heart of 
unbelief " unto Jeaus, the author and 
finisher of my faith." I praise thee for 
the treasures of grace laid up for ue 
all in him. I prcuse thee for the many 
temporal blessings which thou hast 
given me in him. I look unto thee as 
the giver of all I possess, and desire to 
use it all in thy service. I tikank thee 
also for those things which thou 
hast in mercy denied. I thank thee 
that thou bast ordered all my lot, and 
that, notwithstanding what thou hast 
withheld, and the necessary trials and 
discipline of the road, thou hast 
permitted "the linea to Wi. \i,t*»-ajs.-ai- 



pleasant places," and that t 
me beside the green pastu 
still vateiB of thy Goepel. 

I also render hearty than] 
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Therefore, heavenly Father, once 
more I raise my heart unto thee in 
joyful adoration and praise, and take 
into my lips, all unworthy as they are, 
the songs and praises of Heaven, saying, 
" Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to 
receive power, and riches, and wisdom, 
and strength, and honour, and glory, 
and blessing. Blessing, and honour, 
and glory, and power, be unto him that 
sitteth upon the throne, and unto the 
Lamb for ever and ever." Amea. 
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and commands into practice. grant 
that my petitions may not be lifeless 
and pointless. Take away from me all 
earthliness, formality, and indiflference. 
Let the fire of thy Holy Spirit burn 
away all the dross, and fill me with 
divine reality whenever I approach thy 
throne of grace. Let me always be 
impressed with the deepest reverence. 
I know, I feel, that prayer is the most 
solemn transaction in which mortal man 
can engage. Let this happy conscious- 
ness ever abide with me. Let me 
pray continually, and let the spirit of 
prayer intertwine itself round all the 
transactions of my daily life; but let 
me never pray as a mere matter of 
course, without care or thought or 
watchfulness. Pardon me for ever^ 
thoughtless petltioix oS^ete^ \». NCx^ssRa* 



lAlwA w>— 
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thou who hast encouraged 
pray, and hast an overflowing abu 
in thy treasury of grace for 
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be order and system in my ] 



— ui 



A Wk A 



CONTINUANCE IN PRAYER. 209 

answer is not always manifest. It may 
seem to be withheld. In fact, it some- 
times appears as if the answer were the 
reverse of what was desired or requested ; 
but I am quite certain that the prayer 
has been heard, although thou hast in 
love and mercy denied the petition, 
because thou hast, in thine inscrutable 
wisdom, seen that it was not for my 
good or for thy glory. I am, however, 
sure that the best answer will invariably 
be granted. Help the infirmities of my 
nature, I beseech thee, and infuse into my 
heart that urgent, earnest, all-prevailing 
faith which overleaps all difficulties, and 
will not be denied the spiritual blessings 
I need so much. Teach me how to con- 
centrate my spiritual energy, for the 
procuring of some grace which I more 
especialljrequire at B0^ie1f«iI^IvI^s^.«x^C\xs^a, 
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to break. Let me always be in an 
attitude of expectation. Let me never 
go anywhere nor be engaged in any 
employment; where I would not be 
found by my Lord when he comes. 
May I pray continually for his coming. 
May I never be weary nor faint. May I 
be enabled to watch ''the signs of 
the times/' with no fanatical im- 
patience^ but with the calm assurance 
that every word spoken by thee will 
most certainly be fulfilled. O Jesus, 
blessed Saviour, 1 would sum up all my 
petitions, all my aspirations, all my 
prayers, with the cry which thou hast 
thyself put into the mouth of thy 
saints when thou didst announce thy 
near approach, " Surely I come quickly. 
Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesufiu" 
Come back to this 'woaxj wA ^vckr'^vsicsis^ 
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world. Come to claim thine own. 
Come to bring in the reign of peace. 
Come to conquer sin and Satan. Come 
to receive to thyself thy waiting Church 
and people. It is not thine, however, 
which we want, — ^not thine, but thee. 
Thy spiritual presence constitutes now 
all our joy and happiness ; but we want 
thyself, thine own person and thine own 
presence. When that happy day arrives 
may I and all I love, with all thy people, 
lift up our heads with joy, saying, " Lo, 
this is our God ; we have waited for him, 
and he will save us : this is the Lord ; 
we have waited for him, we will be glad 
and rejoice in his salvation." Amen. 

ypriyopStre teal irpoaev^eaOe. 
London : WflllMA Bm\i esA ^m^Ass.!. 
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